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US-Ukraine Business Networking Series Forum XlI: The Way Back From War - Promoting Ukraine’s Industrial
Sectors With The Greatest Potential For Swift Success is being held at the offices of Morgan Lewis & Bockius

LLP in New York City on April 29, 2026.

The event will feature five panel discussions and two highlight focus sessions. The five panel discussions will be ded-
icated to examining four key industrial sectors of Ukraine with the strongest capacity to swiftly recover from the ef-
fects of war (resources, infrastructure, hi-tech, the defense industry) and discerning the potential investment climate
with regard to the said sectors. The two highlight focus sessions will be asked to imagine an appropriate take-off
game plan and divine how either the Ukrainian government or US government might best aid in the stated process.
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US-Ukraine Business Networking Series Forum XII:
The Way Back From War - Promoting Ukraine’s
Industrial Sectors With The Greatest Potential For
Swift Success

Date: April 29 2025

Venue: Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
101 Park Ave, New York, NY 10178

8:30 AM -9:00 AM Registration
9:00 AM -9:20 AM  First Word on Matters

Tom Mellor [Partner/Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP]
Amb. Andrii Melnyk [Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations]

9:20 AM - 10:05 AM Focus Session One - A Roadmap to Recovery
Chair: Guy Taylor [National Security Editor/Washington Times]
Featured Presenter: Anders Aslund [Advisory Council Chair/Center for Social & Economic Research]
[with an introductory word from Amb. Roman Popadiuk]
Discussants: Joseph Hughes [Distinguished University Professor/Drexel Engineering]
Yuriy Gorodnichenko [Quantedge Presidential Professor of Economics/Berkeley]

10:05 AM - 11:10 AM Panel Discussion One - Resources

Theme: “Breadbasket of Europe” & “Metals/Chemicals/Rare Earths Supplier to the World”
Discussion Leader: Ariel Cohen [EGS Program Dlrector/International Tax and Investment Center]
Panelists: Jock Mendoza Wilson [lIR Director/System Capital Management/DTEK]

Max Pyziur [DTFENG Research Director/Energy Policy Research Foundation]

Kent Dale [President/KNM Cattle, LLC]
11:10 AM - 11:15 AM Coffee Break
11:15 AM - 12:20 PM Panel Discussion Two - Infrastructure

Theme: Reconstituting/Modernizing the Construction - Transportation - Communications
Industries

Discussion Leader:: Howard Shatz [Senior Economist/RAND Corporation]

Panelists: Amb. Roman Waschuk [Canada-Ukraine, 2014-2019 | Ukraine’s Business Ombudsman
2023-2025]
Jon Queen [Chief Executive Officer/Berezan Port Project]
Davis Richardson [Chief Executive Officer/American Ukrainian Strategic Partnership]

12:20 PM - 12:45 PM Lunch Break [Press Interviews]



12:45 PM - 1:50 PM Panel Discussion Three - High Tech
Theme: From Aero-space to Cyberspace/Been There - Doing That
Discussion Leader: Mark Temnycky [Senior Fellow/Atlantic Council of the United States]

Panelists: Oleksandr Romanko [Financial Risk Quantitative Research Assoc. Director/SS&C Technologies]
Eugene Roman [Principal/Design.ai]
Zenovy Wowczuk [Founder & CEO/Civilian Military Innovation Institute]

1:50 PM - 2:55 PM Panel Discussion Four - Defense Industry
Theme: Examining Ukraine’s Revolution-in-Military Affairs Advances and Breakthroughs
Discussion Leader: Herman Pirchner [President/American Foreign Policy Council]

Panelists: Serhiy Vysotsky [Deputy Chairman/National Association of Ukrainian Defense Industries]
RADM Mark Montgomery, USN (ret.) [Senior Director/FDD Center on Cyber &
Technology Innovation]

Irina Paliashvili [President/US-Ukraine Business Council]

2:55 PM - 3:00 PM Coffee Break
3:00 PM - 4:25 PM Panel Discussion Five [Extended] - Financing the Process
Theme: Investors & Investment Opportunities/Talking Who - Where - How (Much) - When

Discussion Leader: Amb. Roman Popadiuk [US-Ukraine, 1992-93 | Chair, Diplomacy Center Foundation]

Sub Panel A (Public Sector)

Discussants:
Dimitri Gvindadze [Director of Regional Policy Strategy/EBRD]
Zain Shamim [Director - Private Equity/U.S. International Development Finance Corporation]
Alejandro Alvarez de la Campa [Country Director/International Finance Corporation/Ukraine]

Sub Panel B (Private Sector)
Discussants:
Aukse Jurkute [Managing Director/International Strategic Initiatives/Bank of Americal)
Tom Wicks [Principal and Senior Investment Strategist/Bessemer Trust]
William Weggeland [Carlyle Group Private Credit Infrastructure & Energy Team][Prior NIO]

4:25 PM - 4:30 PM Coffee Break
4:30 PM - 5:10 PM Focus Session Two - From Roadmap to Reality - Closing the Divide

Chair: Adrian Karatnycky [Senior Fellow/Atlantic Council - Managing Diector/Myrmidon Group LLC]
Featured Presenters: Amb. Oksana Markarova [Ukriane-US, 2021-25 | Presidential Advisor on Rebuilding
and Investments]
Norine MacDonald [Founder/RAINCLOUD Ukraine]
Video Message: The Honourable Chrystia Freeland [Deputy Prime Minister of Canada, 2019-24 |
Presidential Advisor on Economic Development]

5:10 PM - 5:30 PM A Final Word on Matters

Pavlo Chumak [Chairman of the Board/Sunpro]
Tom McDevitt [Chairman of the Board/Washington Times]

5:30 PM - 6:45 PM Post Forum Patrons Reception

Hosts: Morgan Lewis & Bockius LC | Unity Club | Washington Times



Alvarez de la Campa joined IFC in 2004, and has extensive experience working across the World Bank Group.
Prior to this appointment, he was the Manager leading IFC's Creating Markets Advisory teams in Africa, Latin
America, and the Middle East, managing strategic engagements with governments and private sector partners
to improve the investment climate across regions and industries. Alvarez de la Campa was also a Practice
Manager for Finance, Competitiveness and Innovation (FCI) and Finance and Markets (F&M) in Africa in the
joint World Bank-IFC Global Practice group. Alvarez de la Campa holds a Law Degree (JD) from the University
of Seville and an MSc in Innovation and Entrepreneurship from HEC Paris.

Anders Aslund, currently Chairman of the Economics Education and Research Consortium, senior fellow at the
Stockholm Free World Forum and adjunct professor at Georgetown University, has been focusing on the sys-
temic transition from a planned economy to a market economy in the post Soviet space for over 30 years. He
has been an advisor to, among others, the presidents of Russia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan and has contributed
to the economic policy of the Baltic States. From 1989 to 1994 he was a professor of international economics at
the Stockholm School of Economics. He graduated from the Stockholm School of Economics, and earned a
PhD from Oxford University.

Ariel Cohen, LLB & PhD, is a recognized authority in political risk, international energy, and security. He is the
Founding Principal of International Market Analysis Ltd, a boutique consulting firm dealing with geo-economic,
geostrategic, energy, and natural resources (www.IMAStrategy.com). Dr. Cohen is also an internationally rec-
ognized expert on Russia/Eurasia, Eastern Europe, and the Middle East. He is currently Senior Fellow with the
non-profit International Tax and Investment Center (ITIC) and Director of Energy, Growth, and Security Pro-
gram (EGS) at the said institution; he concurrently holds a non-resident Senior Fellowship at the Eurasian
Studies Center at the Atlantic Council with a regional focus on Russia/Eurasia, Eastern Europe, and the Middle
East.

Pavlo Chumak is a Ukrainian entrepreneur and philanthropist, founder and head of an international gathering of
companies known as the Sunpro group, which operates in Ukraine, the European Union, and the US. Over the
past decade, he has successfully implemented a number of projects in the fields of food industry, maritime lo-
gistics, port infrastructure, and renewable energy. He is currently working on several large-scale initiatives, in-
cluding the development of the largest deep-water port on the Black Sea and the establishment of two industri-
al parks in S. Ukraine. With his support, numerous social initiatives have been implemented, including the pro-
vision of medical equipment, reconstruction of road infrastructure, and support for spiritual/cultural development
programs.

Kent Dale is the President of KNM Cattle, LLC, in College Station, Texas. KNM is an integrated company pro-
ducing cattle from birth to processed beef. Since 1987 he has been involved in all aspects of the cattle industry:
cow/calf, stocker, and feeder cattle production. For the past 15 years he has been involved in humanitarian
work in Ukraine. He currently serves as the Vice- Chairman of the Board of Directors for Elevate Ukraine.This
non-profit has provided medical supplies and humanitarian aid to Ukrainians impacted by the ongoing war. In
addition, he serves on the Board of Directors of EEM (Eastern European Missions).

Christina Alexandra Freeland PC is a Canadian politician and journalist who served as the 10th deputy prime
minister of Canada from 2019 to 2024. A member of the Liberal Party, she was first elected as the member of
Parliament (MP) for Toronto Centre in 2013 and then represented University—Rosedale from 2015 to 2026.
Freeland served as a Cabinet minister from 2015 to 2025 during the premierships of Justin Trudeau and Mark
Carney. including postings as minister of international trade, minister of foreign affairs, minister of intergovern-
mental affairs and minister of finance; the process culminated with her accession to deputy premiership. After
leaving Canadian politics in 2025, Min. Freeland, embracing her Ukrainian Canadian roots, accepted Ukrainian
President Zelensky's offer to make her his Advisor on Economic Development.

Yuriy Gorodnichenko is an economist and Quantedge Presidential professor at the University of California,
Berkeley. He is also a visiting scholar at the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, a faculty research as-
sociate at the National Bureau of Economic Research, a research fellow at the Institute for the Study of Labor,
a leader of the Ukrainian initiative at CEPR and a member of the Scientific Advisory Council at the Kiel Institute
for the World Economy. Dr. Gorodnichenko's co-authored articles: "Rebuilding Ukraine: principles and
policies". "Ukraine’s Reconstruction: Policy Options for Building an Effective Financial Architecture," and "You


http://www.imastrategy.com/

Only Live Twice: Financial Inflows and Growth in a Westward-Facing Ukraine," are already considered
ideational foundation stones in any plans for Ukraine's post war recovery.

Dimitri Gvindadze served as Finance Minister of Georgia from 2011 to 2012 and Deputy Finance Minister for
six years before that. He was also head of the Georgian National Investment Agency and first deputy CEO of
Georgia’s sovereign fund. He served as Head of the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development op-
erations in Moldova beginning in 2016. Immediately prior to this position, Mr Gvindadze held the position of
lead regional economist for eastern Europe and the Caucasus at the EBRD and was responsible for economic
analytics, risk analysis and support for reforms in these countries. Currently, the veteran financial analyst is
EBRD Director of Regional Policy and Strategy (with a Vice Presidency in Policy and Partnerships).

Joseph Hughes currently holds the position of University Distinguished Professor of Engineering at Drexel
University. He served as Dean of Engineering at Drexel from 2012 to 2017 and Director of the A.J. Drexel Insti-
tute for Energy and Environment from 2014 to 2019. Prior to his appointment at Drexel University, Dr. Hughes
(served at Georgia Tech as the Karen and John Huff School Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering, the
Howard T. Tellepsen Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and Professor of Material Science and En-
gineering. He served at Rice University at all academic ranks, including the George R Brown Chair of Engi-
neering and Department Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering. He is a registered professional engineer
and is a Diplomat, by Eminence, of the American Academy of Environmental Engineering and Science.

Aukse Jurkute presently works in Bank of America's International Strategic Initiatives as managing director and
is currently assisting the Ministry of Economy of Ukraine as part of secondment from BOA. Ms. Jurkute has
spent over 25 years at BOA, working in various roles across capital markets, emerging markets and real estate;
her work has spanned three continents, with bases in London, New York, Hong Kong and Moscow. For the first
fifteen years, her main focus was on origination and execution of equity transactions for corporate clients,in-
cluding structuring, marketing, pricing, allocations and advisory on IPOs, secondary offerings, privatizations,
stake sell-downs and convertible bond deals. Aukse then ran BOA's Corporate and Investment Banking for
Russia and CIS. Most recently, she was Head of Equity Capital Markets for Northern Europe & Tech in EMEA.

Adrian Karatnycky serves as senior fellow with the Atlantic Council's Program on Transatlantic Relations and,
concurrently, as managing partner of Myrmidon Group LLC, a NY-based consultancy that works with investors
seeking entry into the complex emerging markets. From 1993 to 2004, he was president and executive director
of Freedom House. In late 2004, Mr. Karatnycky played a key role in turning the world’s attention to the ongoing
Orange Revolution; in 2005, he founded the Orange Circle to help the victors of the Orange Revolution move
from effective protest to effective governance. His recently published ‘Battleground Ukraine’ (Yale Press 2024)
is already considered a seminal work on Ukraine’s contemporary history.

Norine MacDonald KC is the President and Founder of RAINCLOUD DEFENSE, a premier business and
knowledge ecosystem for the defense technology sector, "connecting the minds that power the world". Earlier,
she served as President and Founder of The International Council on Security and Development (ICOS), an
international security think tank which did extensive security sector field research in Central Asia, the Middle
East and Latin America. A former Distinguished Research Fellow at National Defense University in Washington
DC, Ms. MacDonald was awarded the US Department of the Army Decoration for Distinguished Civilian Service
and the Distinguished Public Service Medal for exceptional service to the US Army.

Oksana Markarova presently serves as Advisor to the President of Ukraine in matters of reconstruction and
investments. Immediately prior to the appointment, she served as Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States
(February 2021 through August 2025); with the outbreak of the Russo-Ukrainian War, she very quickly became
Ukraine's chief spokesman in Washington and on US mass media outlets. Prior to her diplomatic appointment,
Ambassador Markarova served as Minister of Finance in the governments of Volodymyr Groysman and Oleksiy
Honcharuk. At her initiative, in 2015 the largest open data portal in the public finance sector E-data was creat-
ed, now it consists of modules spending.gov.ua, openbudget.gov.ua and proifi.gov. ua.

Thomas C. Mellor, as Partner at Morgan Lewis, advises on complex finance transactions across the US and
globally. A sought-after advisor for financings with structural, intercreditor, cross-border, or other complex mat-
ters, Mr. Mellor's experience includes all matters of corporate finance (including private credit, bank lending,
acquisition financings, project financings, securitization transactions, and restructuring transactions). He is also
a leading practitioner in the global litigation funding market, representing both litigation funders and funded par-
ties in a variety of novel structures.


http://spending.gov.ua/
http://openbudget.gov.ua/
http://proifi.gov/

HE Andriy Melnyk currently serves as Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations. Immediately
prior to his present appointment, Amb. Melnyk was posted to a key diplomatic assignment in Latin America as
Ukraine's envoy to Brazil. Earlier important posts for the veteran diplomat have included time as Deputy Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs ( November 2022 to July 2023), Ukrainian Ambassador to Germany (December 2014 to
October 2022) and Deputy Minister of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine responsible for international affairs
and European integration (March 2014 to December 2014).

Jock Mendoza-Wilson is the Director of the International and Investor Relations of System Capital Management
since 2005, as well as a chairperson of the UN Global Compact in Ukraine, a member of the Advisory Board of
the EU-Ukraine Business Council, a Director of the British-Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and serves on the
President’'s Advisory Council of the US-Ukraine Business Council. Additionally, he serves as a member of the
UNled Humanitarian Country Team in Ukraine, which coordinates the response to the humanitarian crisis re-
sulting from the conflict in the country’s Donbas region. Mr. Mendoza-Wilson has extensive experience in de-
veloping communications strategies and implementing public and regulatory affairs programs for leading global
corporations.

Mark Montgomery - Rear Admiral (Ret.) - serves as senior director of FDD’s Center on Cyber and Technology
Innovation (CCTI) and as an FDD senior fellow. RADM Montgomery served for more than three decades in the
U.S. Navy, held senior leadership roles in Congress, and is a recognized expert on cyber and technology poli-
cy.. At CCTI, he leads efforts to advance U.S. national and economic security through technology innovation,
counter cyber threats against the United States and its allies, and combat adversary cyber-enabled economic
warfare (CEEW) campaigns. He also directs CSC 2.0, an initiative focused on implementing the recommenda-
tions of the congressionally mandated Cyberspace Solarium Commission, where he previously served as ex-
ecutive director. Additionally, he co-leads FDD'’s Air and Missile Defense Program. Prior to joining FDD, RADM
Montgomery was policy director for the Senate Armed Services Committee under Sen. John S. McCain.

Irina Paliashvili is President and CEO of U.S.-Ukraine Business Council (USUBC). She has been an integral
part of the USUBC governance team for more than twenty years, having been consistently reelected to the
USUBC Executive Committee, where she had served as Chair of the Legal Committee, supporting legal and
judicial reforms, advocating for the rule of law, and promoting private sector development. At present, she co-
leads the ongoing project “USUBC Legal Series: by Members — for Members”, offering webinars with exclusive
insights into the most pressing legal issues related to doing business in Ukraine. Irina frequently speaks at in-
ternational conferences and publishes on the legal and business climate in Ukraine.

Herman Pirchner, in 1982, became the founding President of the American Foreign Policy Council (AFPC), a
nonprofit public policy organization headquartered in Washington, DC. Under his leadership, AFPC has hosted
the Washington visits of hundreds of foreign officials, ranging from the Prime Minister of Malta to the Prime Min-
ister of Russia; conducted hundreds of briefings for members of Congress and their staffs; and organized
dozens of factfinding missions abroad for current and former senior American officials. AFPC’s publication pro-
gram includes the sponsorship of numerous articles, monographs and books; in recent years, AFPC authors
have appeared in the Washington Post, the New York Times, the Financial Times and the Wall Street Journal.

Roman Popadiuk served as the first U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine. He is a retired member of the career Senior
Foreign Service and currently serves as President of the nonprofit Diplomacy Center Foundation. Roman is
also Chairman of Elevate Ukraine, a Texas based nonprofit dedicated to providing humanitarian assistance to
Ukraine and to helping in the post war reconstruction of Ukraine. He is President of the Unity Club, an organi-
zation dedicated to helping Ukraine build a secure, prosperous and democratic society and which is also in-
volved in efforts to help in Ukraine's post war reconstruction. He is a past Chairman of the World Affairs Coun-
cils of America. Roman served on the White House staffs of Presidents Ronald Reagan and George H.W.
Bush. He is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations.

Max Pyziur is Research Director for Downstream, Transportation Fuels, Electricity, and Natural Gas Programs
at the Energy Research Policy Foundation. EPRINC is a Washington, DC-based think-tank focused on the in-
tersection of energy, economics, and security policy issues. Previously he has held senior analytical roles at
PIRA Energy and CPM Group, both commodities market consultancies, as well as financial service companies
such as BofA Securities and Victory Capital Asset Management.



Jon Queen is a businessman who lived and worked in Ukraine for almost fifteen years prior to becoming a
Board Member for the U.S.- Ukraine Foundation. During his time in Ukraine, Jon helped manage two Ukrainian
investment banks and he co-owned and operated twelve Ukrainian biomass heat-power stations. Jon also
helped create the Ukrainian-language online education technology company Learning.ua. Currently, he serves
as CEO of the Berezan Port effort, he largest international project in Ukraine aiming to create a modern deep-
sea cargo port and an industrial free zone on the coast of the Black Sea. A trained economist and former
lawyer, Jon holds the Chartered Financial Analyst and Chartered Alternative Investment Analyst designations.

Davis Richardson is the founder and director of America-Ukraine Strategic Partners (AUSP), a U.S. firm that
connects battlefield- tested Ukrainian technology with American and allied defense markets. He leads AUSP’s
investment strategy and institutional engagement across defense technology, infrastructure, and resource ex-
ports. Davis is active in Ukraine’s defense innovation ecosystem through Brave1 and serves as a Limited Part-
ner in Green Flag Ventures, which invests in dual-use technologies across aerospace, Al, and communications.
He previously advised venture capital funds and media organizations, with a background in journalism and pub-
lic relations.

Eugene Roman is the Principal of Design.ai Ltd, a consultancy formed in 2019 that is focused on applying de-
sign intelligence to business opportunities. Mr. Roman previously held the position of Executive Vice-President,
Digital Excellence and Technology Advisor, for Canadian Tire Corporation (CTC). Eugene started his career in
telecommunications and has worked for Nortel Networks Corporation, Bell Canada Enterprises Inc., and Open
Text Corporation. In progressively senior technology and business roles in Canada, the U.S. and the U.K, Mr.
Roman was responsible for integrating critical technology and business processes to better deliver innovative
programs. He is a frequent speaker on “The Future of Digital Content” and was recently named Distinguished
Senior Fellow at the Munk School of Global Affairs at the University of Toronto.

Dr. Oleksandr Romanko works as Associate Director in Financial Risk Quantitative Research at SS&C Tech-
nologies Canada; he is also an Adjunct Professor at the University of Toronto, American University Kyiv, and
Ukrainian Catholic University. Oleksandr is the Founding Director of the Master of Technology Leadership and
Artificial Intelligence program at American University Kyiv. Previously, he worked as a Senior Research Analyst
and Manager of Quantitative Research at Watson Financial Services division of IBM. Dr. Romanko is the au-
thor of over twenty articles/book chapters in the fields of financial risk management, artificial intelligence, ma-
chine learning, analytics, and operations research.

Zain Shamim is a senior investment professional focused on direct equity opportunities across emerging mar-
kets. He currently leads investments across the infrastructure and energy sectors at the U.S. International De-
velopment Finance Corporation (DFC), where he structures and executes complex transactions alongside pri-
vate investors, strategics, and development institutions. His work spans digital infrastructure, energy, and other
critical sectors that underpin economic growth. He frequently engages with institutional investors, operators,
and policymakers on investment opportunities with extensive time and deal experience across emerging mar-
kets. Prior to DFC, Mr. Shamim was a principal investment professional with experience in buyout and private
credit transactions.

Howard J. Shatz is a senior economist at the RAND Corporation and a professor at the Pardee RAND Gradu-
ate School. He specializes in international economics and economics & national security. His RAND research
has included Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction and economic issues related to Russia’s 2022 invasion of
Ukraine; economic competition and the U.S. role in the global economic order; the Chinese and Russian
economies; and the development of socio-economic strategy by governments. From 2007 to 2008, he was on
leave from RAND, serving as a senior economist at the U.S. President’s Council of Economic Advisers. Dr.
Shatz has held research fellowships at Brookings and the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System

Mark Temnycky is a nonresident fellow with the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center. He is also a geopolitics con-
tributor at Forbes. He was a defense contractor for nearly seven years, where he provided contract support to
various divisions within the US Department of Defense’s Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment. Temnycky has also been an accredited freelance journalist who has been covering
American, European, and Eurasian national security, foreign policy, energy security, economics for over a
decade. His articles have been published by various news outlets, including The New York Times, Forbes, The
Hill, Newsweek, Euronews, Defense News, the Kyiv Post, and The National Interest.



Serhiy Vysotsky is the Deputy Chairman of the National Association of Ukrainian Defense Industries / NAUDI.
Immediately before his time at NAUDI (2019-2022), he hosted a show on Espreso TV called "Red Line with
Serhiy Vysotky" - an important platform for discussion of a broad spectrum of security issues confronting
Ukraine. Earlier (2014-2019), Mr. Viysotsky served a term as member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine; in
2016, he was appointed Deputy Chair of the Rada Committee on Freedom of Speech and Informational Policy.

Roman Waschuk joined the Canadian Foreign Service in 1987, serving abroad in Moscow, Kyiv, and Berlin,
and at HQ in policy planning and post-conflict stabilization/reconstruction units. He was Ambassador in Bel-
grade (2011-14, with concurrent accreditation to Montenegro and North Macedonia) and in Kyiv (2014-2019).
He retired from the Foreign Service in December 2019. From 2019 to 2022, Amb. Waschuk served as chair of
the Foreign Policy Committee of the Ukrainian World Congress and since 2022 has served as Ukraine's Busi-
ness Ombudsman.

William Weggeland is part of Carlyle’s Private Credit Infrastructure & Energy team, focusing on analyzing
deals, structuring debt, and optimizing cash flow models across a broad spectrum of infrastructure sectors. Be-
fore joining Carlyle, Mr. Weggeland served as a Naval Intelligence Officer. His eight years of military experience
shaped his ability to evaluate dynamic scenarios, synthesize critical data, and implement actionable strategies.

Tom Wicks is Principal and Senior Investment Strategist at Bessemer Trust, performing in-depth macro-
economic research and financial market analysis as well as delivering customized asset allocation and invest-
ment recommendations to clients. Prior to joining Bessemer in 2023, Mr. Wicks was Head of the Central In-
vestment team and acted as Deputy CIO at LGT Wealth Management U.K., a London-based wealth manage-
ment firm, where he led a team responsible for running separately managed, multi-currency client portfolios
across global asset classes. Before that, he was a senior portfolio manager at BOA Merrill Lynch/Julius Baer,
ran a long-short equity hedge fund at Neos Capital LLP, and was a global equity research analyst at HSBC.

Zenovy Wowczuk founded the Civil-Military Innovation Institute (CMI2), a non-profit defense innovation organi-
zation focusing on rapid development and technology transition to meet warfighter needs. At CMI2 and its affili-
ated entities, he leads the overall vision and growth strategies as well as the enterprise program transition ac-
tivities (military program of record or commercial IP acquisition). During his career, Dr. Wowczuk has published
over 25 peer-reviewed technical papers. He is the inventor/co-inventor of multiple patented and protected civil-
military technologies, including aerospace systems, automated payload systems,and biometric technologies.

HOST MODERATORS

Mykola Hryckowian is currently Director of the Washington DC office of the Center for US Ukrainian Relations
(CUSUR); the Center has organized over 100 forums dealing with US-UA bilateral ties in the areas of national
and energy security as well as economic and civil society development. From 2014 to 2015, Mr. Hryckowian
was the Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Committee for Ukraine, a coalition of US NGO and Ukrainian-American com-
munities that successfully advocated for the passage of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act 2014 and for the
creation of the Senate Ukraine Caucus in 2015. In 2019, he was elected president of the Organization for the
Defense of Four Freedom for Ukraine and is presently serving a second term in the post

Walter Zaryckyj is Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations. The Center provides “informa-
tional platforms” or venues for senior-level representatives of the political, economic, security, diplomatic and
cultural/academic establishments of the United States and Ukraine to exchange views on a wide range of is-
sues of mutual interest, and to showcase what has been referred to as a “burgeoning relationship of notable
geopolitical import” between the two nations. Dr. Zaryckyj completed his undergraduate and graduate work at
Columbia University; he taught political science at New York University for nearly three decades before moving
on in recent years to do postdoctoral research work on Eastern Europe.

WEBMASTER

Andrij Dobriansky is a Strategic Communicator and International Affairs Specialist who has been featured in
1,000 televised appearances since 2014, leading to his description as the most visible face of the Ukrainian
American community. Representing the worldwide Ukrainian diaspora across 80 countries at the United
Nations for 15 years on behalf of the Ukrainian World Congress, Andrij was recognized by President Zelenskyy
in 2026 with Ukrainian Order of Merit, 3rd degree, and by Ukraine's Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which awarded
him with the "Amber Heart" in 2025.
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