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RESPONDING TO RUPTURE

RUSSIA, GLOBAL POWER SHIFTS, AND DEMOCRATIC STRATEGY

12:30 - 13:00

13:00 - 13:10

13:10 - 13:30

13:30 - 14:15

14:15 - 15:00

Registration and Networking

Opening Remarks

Welcome address and framing of the conference objectives, including a contextual
overview of the current geopolitical rupture, Russia’s war against Ukraine, and the
implications for democratic states and captive nations.

MC:
Orest Steciw, Chairman, ABN Committee of Canada

Welcome address from ABN President & ABN Award Ceremony

This address will provide an overview of ABN’s current priorities, activities, and
strategic direction in light of ongoing geopolitical developments, with particular
attention to the role of captive nations and democratic movements.

Speaker:

Oleh Medunytsya, President, ABN

Simultaneous Ukrainian—English translation: Anton Sestritsyn, Secretary, ABN
Committee of Canada

Panel I: The Rupture of the Global Order and the Return of Power Politics

This panel examines whether the international system is undergoing a gradual
transition or a more fundamental rupture, and why that distinction matters for policy.
The discussion will explore how Russia’s aggression has exposed the limits of the

rules-based international order and accelerated the return of coercive power politics.

Panelists will assess how democratic states continue to operate within outdated
assumptions, and how these misperceptions affect decision-making. The
conversation will also explore whether middle powers retain the ability to shape
outcomes in an increasingly competitive environment, and how legitimacy can still
be exercised collectively when enforcement mechanisms are weak.

Speakers:

- lvan Jaworsky, Professor Emeritus, Department of Political Science, University of Waterloo

- John McKay, Former Member of Parliament and Former Parliamentary Secretary to
the Minister of National Defence

- Diane Francis, Author of bestselling newsletter about geopolitics on Substack,
Editor at Large, National Post, Non-Resident Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council

Moderator:
Lisa Shymko, Chair, Peterson Literary Fund

Lunch and Networking Break

15:00 - 15:45

15:45 - 16:30

Panel II: Regional and Global Consequences of Russia’s Imperial Decline

This panel focuses on how Russia’s war and internal deterioration are reshaping
regions beyond Ukraine, including Europe, the Arctic, Central Asia, and the global
South. It will examine internal dynamics within Russia, including demographic
pressures, mobilization practices, and the repression of activists and journalists, and
why these trends matter for policymakers.

Panelists will explore how internal instability translates into external behaviour, including
risks of escalation, spillover, and the weaponization of economic interdependence.
The discussion will also consider how democratic states should respond to a Russia
in decline, including the implications of engaging with opposition figures in exile and
lessons drawn from Ukraine’s role as a frontline defender of European security.

Speakers:

- Akhmed Zakaev, Prime Minister, Government of the Chechen Republic of Ichkeria
in Exile

- Jean-Francois Ratelle, Adjunct Professor, Faculty of Social Sciences, University of Ottawa
- Luke Coffey, Senior Fellow, Hudson Institute

Moderator:
Dr. Volodymyr Zaryckyj, Executive Director, Center for US-Ukrainian Relations

Panel llI: Inside Russia: Human Rights, Ethnic Inequality, and the Reality
of Captive Nations

This panel examines the internal structure of the Russian Federation through the lens of human
rights, ethnic inequality, and systemic repression. It will highlight how the disproportionate
mobilization of ethnic minorities reflects deeper patterns of internal colonialism.

The discussion will contrast the experiences of captive nations with those of the
Russian liberal opposition in exile, and assess whether current international engagement
frameworks adequately reflect these differences. Panelists will also explore whether
emerging platforms that bring together opposition figures and Indigenous representatives
signal a shift in understanding Russia’s internal dynamics.

The conversation will address whether international human rights efforts should
prioritize reforming the Russian state or supporting the self-determination of oppressed
peoples, and how global institutions can avoid reproducing Moscow-centric narratives.

Speakers:

- Aset Sabb, Deputy Minister of Foreign Affairs, Government of the Chechen
Republic of Ichkeria in Exile

- Alina Dochu, Visiting Assistant Professor, McMaster University

- Tasha Baiin, Leader of the People’s Party of Manchuria

Moderator:
Bohdan Gogus, Member, ABN Committee of Canada
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16:30 - 16:35

16:35 - 16:45

16:45 - 17:30

17:30 - 17:45

Message from Paul Grod, President of the Ukrainian World Congress
Coffee Break

Panel IV: From Values to Action: The Role of Canada and the West in
Supporting Democratic Futures of the Captive Nations

The final panel shifts from analysis to policy, focusing on how democratic states
can translate principles into actionable strategies. It will examine how Canada

and its allies can operationalize a value-based approach in responding to Russia’s
aggression and internal fragmentation.

Panelists will assess the strategic importance of supporting Ukraine as a
cornerstone of regional stability and its broader implications for captive nations. The
discussion will also explore whether existing multilateral institutions remain fit for
purpose or whether new coalitions are required.

Particular attention will be given to how middle powers can move beyond rhetoric
and adopt clear, consistent policies that support democratic movements, strengthen
resilience, and avoid false neutrality in the face of systemic challenges.

Speakers:

- The Hon. Chris Alexander, Former Member of Parliament and Former Minister of
Citizenship and Immigration

- James Bezan, Member of Parliament for Selkirk—Interlake—-Eastman and Shadow
Minister of National Defence

Moderator:
Anton Sestritsyn, Vice President, Strategic Engagement and Impact, UCan Brave Tech

Closing Reflections

Summary of key insights and takeaways, with final remarks on coalition-building,
accountability, and the long-term implications of Russia’s imperial crisis.

Speaker:
Orest Steciw, Chairman, ABN Committee of Canada

The Anti-Imperial Bloc of Nations (ABN) is an international public association
whose primary objective is to support the national movements of captive nations
and the decolonization of the Russian Federation.

The ABN is the legal successor to the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc
of Nations established in 1943.

The Anti-Imperial Bloc of Nations is the legal successor to the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations (established
in November 1943 at the first Conference of Captive Nations of Eastern Europe and Asia). Following the
end of the Second World War, the original ABN represented Ukrainian interests on the international stage
in the global struggle against communism and totalitarianism.

Throughout the Cold War, the leadership and regional structures of the Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations
organized mass anti-Soviet rallies, protest demonstrations, press conferences, and international
congresses, as well as disseminated various memoranda. The ABN collaborated closely with the World
Anti-Communist League and the European Freedom Council. Representatives of the ABN and its
affiliated organizations actively participated in the congresses held by these structures.

The Anti-Bolshevik Bloc of Nations comprised national factions of peoples held captive by Moscow and
Bolshevism-Communism, including: the “Free Armenia” Committee, the Bulgarian National Front, the
Belarusian Central Council, the Cossack National Liberation Movement, the Croatian National Liberation
Movement, the Czech Freedom Movement (“Za Svobodu”), the Czech National Committee, the Estonian
Liberation Movement, the Union of Estonian Freedom Fighters, the Georgian National Organization, the
Hungarian Liberation Movement, the Hungarian Mindszenty Movement, the Latvian Anti-Communist
Association, the Lithuanian Rebirth Movement, the Slovak Liberation Committee, and the National
Committee of Turkestan Unity.

ABN committees are active in most European countries, as well as in
the USA, Canada, and Australia.

Since its revival, the Anti-Imperial Bloc of Nations has worked actively with the national movements of
captive nations, the Ukrainian government, public and human rights organizations, and international
partners. It organizes conferences, forums, exhibitions, and media briefings both in Ukraine and abroad.

The ABN has successfully established partnerships with the Chechen, Bashkort, Tatar, Oirat-Kalmyk,
Karelian, Chuvash, Buryat, Yakut, and other national movements of colonized peoples. ABN committees
are active in most European countries, as well as in the USA, Canada, and Australia.

At the initiative of the ABN, a Temporary Special Commission was established within the Verkhovna
Rada of Ukraine to develop legislation supporting captive nations; its activities were renewed in April
2026. Working alongside experts and ABN representatives, the commission drafted the bill “On the Basic
Principles of State Policy of Ukraine Regarding Interaction with the National Movements of the Captive
Peoples of the Russian Federation”.




AHTMIMINEPCbKUA BJ10K HAPOLIB (ABH)

Furthermore, the Anti-Imperial Bloc of Nations serves as an information platform highlighting
the activities of national movements and publishing research on Russia’s internal issues, such
as political persecution, repressions against representatives of captive peoples, resistance to
mobilization in the republics, the struggle against historical memory, the state of the economy, and
the impact of Western sanctions. The organization maintains its own information resource - the
website ABN Correspondence (abn.org.ua) - available in three languages: Ukrainian, Russian, and
English. Other media resources, including a Telegram channel and a Facebook page, have also been
established based on the website’s content.

Free Nations University - training future leaders
of independent states.

In early November 2023, at the initiative of the ABN, a unique educational project was launched

in Ukraine: the Free Nations University. Its goal is the professional training of elites for future
independent states, as well as the study of the theory and practice of national liberation struggles
and other related disciplines. The Free Nations University operates as a permanent training center,
producing highly qualified specialists in governance. As of mid-2026, across four student intakes, the
university has successfully trained over one hundred graduates.

To advocate for the release of political prisoners from captive nations, the Anti-Imperial Bloc of
Nations initiated the international human rights project “Putin’s Real Prisoners: Political Prisoners

of Captive Nations.” This included a banner exhibition of the same name, featuring ten stories of
political prisoners representing national movements, two imprisoned Crimean Tatar activists, and five
Ukrainians born in the Russian Federation, who were imprisoned primarily due to their national origin.
Presentations of this project have taken place in 25 countries, including the USA, Canada, Germany,
France, and other European nations.

The ABN continues to shape both the Ukrainian and international
agendas regarding anti-imperial policy.

The ABN is steadily becoming a hub for supporting the struggle of captive nations, an initiator of
changes in Ukrainian state policy, and an organizer of events on both the domestic and international
stages. Together with national movements, partner organizations, Ukrainian authorities, and the
global Ukrainian community, the ABN continues to shape both the Ukrainian and international
agendas regarding anti-imperial policy.

The vision held by the creators - uniting all anti-imperial forces into a single front and an international
organization - remains relevant today. Given the current historical circumstances, it has become
critically necessary.

AnTHniMnepcbkuin Bnok Hapopgis — MixkHapogHe rpoMagcbKe 06’ejHaHHSA, FO/I0BHOI0
MEeTOl0 AiANIbHOCTI AKOrO0 € MiATPUMKA HauioHaNbHO-BM3BOJIbHOT 60pOTEOM MOHEBOSIEHMX
Hapopis Ta AeKonoHisauia Pocil.

ABH € npasonacmynnukom Anmuoinouwosuyvrkozo binoxy Hapoois,
cmeopenozo y 1943 poui.

LianbHicTb AHTMiIMNepcbKoro Bnoky Hapopais BigHoBneHo y 2023 poui. AHTHiMNepcbkuit bnok Hapogis
€ NpaBoHacTyNHMKOM AHTMbINbWoBMLUBKOro Broky Hapogis (cTtBopeHoro y nuctonagi 1943 poky Ha
nepwiv KoHdepeHuii noHeBoneHnx Hapoais CxigHoi EBponu Ta Asii), AKWIA, NicnA 3aBepLlueHHA Opyroi
CBITOBOI BiliHW, MPeACTaBAB YKPaAIHCbKi iIHTEPECU Ha MiXKHapOHIN apeHi 60poTbbY 3 KOMYHI3MOM Ta
ToTaniTapusMom.

MpoTAroM “xonoAHoi BiHW” KepiBHMLTBO Ta perioHanbHi CTpyKTypun AHTUbINbWoBMUbKOro Brioky Hapogais
OpraHi3oByBasiv MacoBi aHTMPaOAHCbKI MITUHI M, MPOTECTHI 4eMOHCTpaUil, TpeckoHdepeHLii, MiXKHapoaHi
KOHIrpecw, a TaKoX MoLMploBany pisHoMaHiTHi MeMopaHaymu. ABH TicHo cniBnpauioBas 3 World Anti-Com-
munist League Ta European Freedom Council. MpeactaBHukm ABH i noB’A3aHuMX i3 HUM opraHisauin 6panu
y4acTb Y KOHrpecax LUuxX CTPYKTYp.

[o cknagy AHTMbinbwoBuUbKoro bnoxky Hapoais Bxoaunv HauioHanbHi GpakLii HapoaiB, MOHEBONEHNX
MocKBoto Ta 6ifnbLLOBM3MOM-KOMYHi3MoM: KoMiTeT «BinbHa BipMeHia», Bonrapcbkuin HauioHanbHUM GpoHT,
binopycbKa LeHTpanbHa paga, KosaubKuii HalioHaNbHO-BU3BOIbHUI pyX, XOpBaTCbKUIM HaLiOHaIbHO-
BM3BOJIbHUI pYyX, YecbKuin pyx 3a cBoboay («Za Svobodu»), YecbKkuin HauioHanbHUI KoMiTeT, ECTOHCBKMI
BM3BOJIbHUI pyX, Colo3 ecTOHCbKMX 6opLiB 3a cBo60aY, [Py3nHCbKA HalioHanbHa opraxisadif, YropcbKum
BM3BO/NbHUI pyX, Hungarian Mindszenty Movement, J1aTtsilicbKa acouiaLis 60poTbbu 3 KOMYHI3MOM, JTUTOBCHKUI
pyXx BigpoareHHA, CrioBaLbKMiA BU3BOSIbHMIN KOMITET i HalioHansHWin KOMITeT eQHOCTI TypKecTaHy.

«Komimemu ABH oitomps y dinvuiocmi kpain €sponu, y CIIIA,
Kanaoi ma ¢ Aecmpanii.»

3 yacy BigHOBIIEHHA QiANbHOCTI AHTHIMNepcbKM Briok HapoAiB TakoX akTMBHO Mpautoe i3 HauioHanbHo-
BM3BOJIbHUMMW pyXaMu NMOHEBOJIEHWNX HApPOLiB, @ TAKOX 3 YKPAIHCbKOIO BNagolo, fpOMafACbKMMK Ta
NpaB03aXNUCHUMW OpraHi3auiAMu i MiXXHapogHMMKW NapTHepPaMK, OpraHi3oByYM KOHbepeHUil, popymu,
BUCTaBKM, BpudiHrn ona Mefia B YKpaiHi Ta 3a KOPOOHOM.

ABH Boanoca HanarogMTV NapTHEPCbKi CTOCYHKM i3 YeUEHCbKMM, 6ALIKOPTCHKNM, TaTapCbKUM, oipaT-
KaNMULbKUM, KapesibCbKMM, YyBaLUCbKUM, BYPATCLKUM, AKYTCLKMM Ta iHLIMMW HaLioHaNbHO-BU3BOIbHUMU
pyXxaMu KosoHizoBaHux Hapogi. KomiteTn ABH gitoTb y 6inbwocTi KpaiH EBponu, y CLUA, KaHagi Ta B
ABcTpanii.

3 iHiuiatvem ABH y BepxoBHin Pagi Ykpaiiu ctBopeHo TumMyacoBy criewianibHy KOMICito Woao po3po6bKu
3aKoHOAaBCTBa A/1A NiATPMMKM NOHEBONIEHUX HAPOAIB, AiANIbHICTb AKOI 6yN0 MOHOBNEHO Y KBiTHI 2026 poKy.
CninbHo 3 eKcnepTamu Ta npeactaBHUKaMn ABH Kowicielo 6yno HanpauioBaHo 3aKoHOMNPOeKT “INpo 0CHOBHI
3acav AepaBHOI NoNiTUKM YKpaiHW Wofo B3aeMogil 3 HalioHanbHUMM pyXxaMu NMOHEBOJIEHMX Hapodis pd”.




Tako AHTMiIMNepcbKMn Briok Hapogis npautoe AK iHpopMauinHa nnaTopma 1A BUCBITIIEHHA
[ifANbHOCTI HaLioHaNbHO-BU3BOJIbHMX PYXiB MOHEBOMIEHNX HAPOAIB Ta Ny6iKauil gocnigreHb Npo
BHYTPILWHi Nnpobnemu Pocii: noniTuyHi nepecnigyBaHHA, penpecii npoTu npeacTaBHUKIB MOHEBOJIEHNX
HapopiB, cnpoTMB Mobinisauii y pecnybnikax, 6opoTbba 3 iCTOPUYHOIO NAaM’ATTIO, CTaH EKOHOMIKM,
HacnigKu BiA caHKUIMHOT NoniTUKKM 3axoay Towo. PerynAapHo npauioe BnacHui iHgopmaLiiHuin pecypc
opraHisauii — iHTepHeT-canT ABN.Correspondence: abn.org.ua, AKuA 4OCTYNHWA TpbOMa MOBaMU
(yKpaiHcbKa, pocificbKa, aHrnificbKa). Ha ocHOBI caliTy cTBOPEHO TaKoX iHLWI MedilHi pecypcu: Tele-
gram-KaHan Ta Facebook-cTopiHKa.

Yuieepcumem Binvnux Hapooie - niocomoexa maidymmuix nioepie
He3a1eHCHUX Oepircas.

3 iHiyiaTBM ABH, Ha noyaTKy nucTonaaa 2023 poKy B YKpaiHi cTapTyBaB YHiKaslbHWIA OCBITHIN MPOEKT —
YHiBepcuteT BinbHux Hapogis, MeTolo fikoro € daxoBa NiaroToBKa Manby THIX eniT He3anekHUX AepHan
Ta BMBYEHHA Teopil i NPaKTUKM HaLioHaNIbHO-BM3B0JIbHOI 60pOTb6M, IHWIWX AMCUMMNIIH, AKi BXOAATb 40
nporpamMun HaBYaHHA B YHiBepcuTteTi. YHiBepcuTeT BinbHuX Hapogis npauioe AK NOCTIMHWMIW HaBYasibHUN
LleHTp, BMNyCKaloun BUCOKOKBanidikoBaHx $paxiBuiB 3 MMTaHb OepHaBOTBOPEHHA Ta opraHisauil
HaLioHanbHo-BM3BO/bHOT 60poTb6u. CTaHOM Ha cepeaunHy 2026 poKy, IPOTAroM YoTUMPbLOX Habopis
CTYOEHTIB, yCMilHO NiAroToBaHO NOHa COTHIO BUMYCKHUKIB YBH.

3 MeTol0 3BiflbHEHHA MONITUYHUX B'A3HIB NOHeBoNeHUX HapodiB AHTHMIMNepcbKkuin Brnok Hapopise
iHiLiloBaB MiKHapoAHMI NpaBo3axncHUI NpoeKT “CrpaBHi B'A3HI My TiHa. MoniTUYHI B’A3HI
NMoHeBoIeHNX HapoAis”. Byna BUroToBfeHHa ogHoMMeHHa baHepHa BUCTaBKa, B OCHOBY AKOI A0
[ecATb iCTOPIN NONITUYHMX B’A3HIB, AKI NpeACTaBNATL HALliOHaNbHI pyXy MOHEBOSIEHMX HApoAiB, OBOX
YB’A3HEHMX KPUMCbKOTaTapCbKUX aKTUBICTIB Ta M'ATW YKpaiHUIB, ypoaKeHUiB pd, AKi noTpanunmy
TIOPMM, NEPLIOYEepProBo, Yepes CBOE HaLlioHa/IbHE MOXOAKEHHA.

MpeseHTauii npoeKTy BiAbynuck y 25 KpaiHax cBiTy, 3okpema y CLUA, KaHnagi, HiMeuuunHi, ®paHuii Ta
iHWKWX KpaiHax EBponu.

ABH npoooscye ghopmyeamu yKpaincoKuii ma MijcHapoOHuil
HOPAOOK OeHHUTL W000 AHMUIMNEPCLKOT NOAIMUKU.

ABH nocTynoBo cTae LeHTPOM MiATPUMKM 60pOTL6U NMOHEBONIEHWUX HAPOAIB, iHILiaTOPOM 3MiH Y
AepraBHin noniTuui YKpaiHn, opraHizaTopoM Mogin Ha BHYTPILLHIN, @ TAKOXK Ha MiXKHapOAHIN apeHi.
CninbHoO i3 HauioHaNbHO-BM3BOJILHUMW pyXaMu NMOHEBOJIEHWX HAapoAiB, NApTHEPCbKMMM OpraHisauiamu,
opraHamu Bniaguv B YKpaiHi, cBiToBUM yKpaiHcTBoM ABH npogoBye popMyBaTh AK YKPaIHCbKUI, TaK i
Mi*Hapo4HWIM NOPAOOK AeHHWUN WOA0 aHTUIMNEPCbKOI MONITUKN.

|neA 3aCHOBHUKIB Npo 06’eqHaHHA BCiX aHTUIMMNEPCbKUX CUI Y EAMHWUIA GPOHT, Y MiXHapoaHy
opraHisauito, 3a/MWAaETbCA aKTYasIbHOW M CbOroAHi. Y HUHILLHIX iCTOPUYHMX 06CTaBMHAX BoHa B3arai
cTana KpUTUYHO HeobXigHolo.



