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Oh Lord, Master of Heaven and Earth

You have graced Ukraine with Liberty,

We beseech you to help Her sustain
Your precious gift



You are about to participate in the US-UA Working Group Yearly Summit XIV
Providing Ukraine with an Annual Report Card Amidst War — Year Five, scheduled to be on June 17, 2026 at the
University Club in Washington DC.

The forum will bring together government and key non-government representatives from Ukraine, Canada, the EU
and the US to take measure of Ukraine's 2025-2026 progress/regress in six traditional categories associated with
advanced polities: “democratic governance, mature market economics, energy security, general security, social
cohesion and an established yet forbearing national identity" in the face of continued high intensity conflict on her
soil.

To facilitate the said examination, the event will run four panel discussions, three highlight focus sessions and a
tally-master report. In total, more than two dozen featured speakers are expected to address the conference
proceedings.
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US Ukraine Working Group Yearly Summit XIV:
Providing Ukraine with an Annual Report Card
Amidst War - Year Five

June 17, 2026

Venue: University Club - 1135 16th St NW, Washington, DC 20036
9:00 AM - 9:35 AM Highlight Focus Session |

Theme: Why a Free, Stable, Peaceful & Prosperous Ukraine Matters

Chair: Amb. John Herbst [EA Center Director/Atlantic Council of the United States]
Featured Speaker: Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States HE Olha Stefanishyna

9:35AM -11:00 AM  Panel Discussion |
Theme: Robust Democratic Politics & Viable Social Cohesion — Assessing Ukraine’s Progress/Regress

Moderator:
. Amb. William Taylor [Distinguished Fellow/Atlantic Council of the United States]

Presenters/Graders:
. Steven Nix [EA Regional Director/International Republican Institute]
o Kateryna Shynkaruk [Senior Lecturer/Bush School of Government/Texas A&M]
. Orest Deychakiwsky [CSCE Policy Advisor 1981-2019]
. Lewis Madanick [Director/Congressional Office for International Leadership ]

Yaryna Yasynevych [Program Director/Pylyp Orlyk Foundation]

Issues to Consider:
. Effective Political Parties & Strong Civil Society
Free Media
Stable Inter-Ethnic Relations
Inter-Faith Relations
Stable Class Relations

11:00 AM - 11:05 AM Coffee Break
11:05 AM - 12:30 PM Panel Discussion Il
Theme: Developed Market Economics & Energy Security — Assessing Ukraine’s Progress/Regress

Moderator:
. Amb. Roman Popadiuk [President/Diplomacy Center Foundation]

Presenters/Graders:

Anders Aslund [IAC Chair/Center for Social and Economic Research]
Howard Shatz [Senior Economist/RAND Corporation]

Margarita Assenova [Senior Fellow/Jamestown Foundation]

Ariel Cohen [EGS Program Director/International Tax & Investment Center]
Joseph Hughes [University Distinguished Professor of Engineering/Drexel]

Issues to Consider:
. Sensible Fiscal Policy
Appropriate Monetary Policy
Proper Wartime Business Development Paradigm
Sufficient & Efficient Energy Production/Transport/ionDistribution/Storage Capacity
A Plan for Post War Reconstruction

12:30 PM - 1:00 PM Lunch Break
[Press Interviews]



1:00 PM - 1:30 PM Highlight Focus Session Il
Theme: Why History Matters for Understanding Russia’s War against Ukraine.

Chair: Dr. Mark Thomas [International Relations/LaSalle University]
Featured Speaker: Hon. Volodymyr Vyatrovych [Member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine - ES]

1:30 PM - 2:55 PM Panel Discussion Il
Theme: Ever Greater General Security — Assessing Ukraine’s Progress/Regress

Moderator:
o Amb. WIllliam Courtney [Professor of Policy Analysis/RAND Corporation)

Presenters/Graders:
. George Barros [GEOINT Team Lead/Institute for the Study of War]
LTG Ben Hodges [USAREUR 2014-18]
Luke Coffey [Senior Fellow/Hudson Institute]
Andrij Zahorodnyuk [Chairman/Center for Defence Reform]
Phillips O’Brien [Professor of Strategic Studies/University of St. Andrew’s/Scotland]

Issues to Consider:
. Adequate Human & Material Resources for Defense — Land, Maritime and Air
Effective National Security Leadership — Civilian & Military
Sound ‘National Security’ Doctrine
A Reliable Network of Allies
End Game Plan for the War

2:55: PM - 3:05 PM Coffee Break
3:05 PM - 4:30 PM Panel Discussion IV
Theme: An Established National Identity — Assessing UA’s Progress/Regress

Moderator:
. Shelby Magid [EA Center Deputy Director/Atlantic Council of the United States]

Presenters/Graders:
. Alexander Motyl [Professor of Politics/Rutgers University]
o Robert McConnell [Co-Founder/US-Ukraine Foundation]
. Paul Goble [Editor/Windows on Eurasia]
. Olya Sydii [Co-Founder/UA Voice]
L]

Diane Francis [Editor at Large/National Post]

Issues to Consider:
J A Sense of a Common Past
A Sense of a Common Present
Ability to Forge Unity out of Plurality
Ability to Overcome the Devastating Effects of War
Capacity to Achieve a EuroAtlantic Future

4:30 PM - 5:00 PM Highlight Focus Session Il
Theme: How the West Can Best Help Ukraine Achieve Full Sovereignty, Stability and Prosperity

Chair: Herman Pirchner [President/American Foreign Policy Council]
Featured Speaker: James Bezan MP (Selkirk - C) [Shadow Minister of Defence/Canada]

5:00 PM - 5:15 PM Tallying the Final Grades
Tally Master: Andrij Dobriansky [Center for US-Ukrainian Relations]

6:15 PM - 8:00 PM Patrons Reception
[American Foreign Policy Council/509 C Street NE WDC



Anders Aslund, currently Chairman of the Economics Education and Research Consortium, senior fellow at the
Stockholm Free World Forum and adjunct professor at Georgetown University, has been focusing on the systemic
transition from a centrally planned economy to a market economy in the post Soviet space for over 30 years. He
has been an advisor to, among others, the presidents of Russia, Ukraine and Kyrgyzstan and has contributed to
the economic policy of the Baltic States. From 1989 to 1994 he was a professor of international economics at the
Stockholm School of Economics. He graduated from the Stockholm School of Economics, and earned a PhD from
Oxford University.

Margarita Assenova is a Senior Fellow at the Jamestown Foundation in Washington DC. and a regular contributor
to its flagship publication Eurasia Daily Monitor covering energy security and politics in Europe and Eurasia. For
over two decades, she served as Advanced Area Studies Chair for Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, and Central
Asia at the Foreign Service Institute, U.S. Department of State. Ms. Assenova is a recipient of the John Knight
Professional Journalism Fellowship at Stanford University for her reporting on nationalism in the Balkans. Her
books include Eurasian Disunion: Russia’s Vulnerable Flanks with Janusz Bugajski (Jamestown Foundation,
2016) and Azerbaijan and the New Energy Geopolitics of Southeastern Europe, Ed. (Jamestown Foundation,
2015). Her report Nord Stream 2: Myths, Reality, and the Way Forward (Center for European Policy Analysis,
2018) exposed Russian energy ambitions in Europe and offered policy recommendations to U.S. and European
policy makers.

George Barros is the Russia & Geospatial Intelligence (GEOINT) Team Lead on the Russia and Ukraine portfolio
at the Institute for the Study of War (ISW). His work with the Russia and Ukraine portfolio focuses on Russian
information operations, the Kremlin’s operational art and campaign design in Ukraine and Belarus, and Ukrainian
politics. He has worked on every major effort of the Russia Team since the 2020 Belarus protests. Mr. Barros
regularly briefs senior military and political decision-makers and participates in global forums to educate Western
allies and partners. His work and interviews have been featured in media outlets such as The Hill, the Washington
Post, BBC, Associated Press, Reuters, Voice of America, Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty, Kyiv Post, and the
Kyiv Independent.

James Bezan has been successfully elected eight times as a Conservative Member of Parliament since 2004,
with his most recent electoral victory in the riding of Selkirk-Interlake-Eastman. Over the course of his
parliamentary career, he has chaired the House of Commons Standing Committees for Agriculture and Agri-Food
(2006-2008), Environment (2008-2011), and National Defence (2011-2013). As Parliamentary Secretary to the
Minister of National Defence from 2013-2015, Bezan was active on files dealing with military procurement, mental
health issues in the Canadian Armed Forces, the war against ISIS, and Russia’s aggression in
Ukraine. Bezan now serves as the Conservative Shadow Minister for National Defence and the Vice-Chair of the
House of Commons Standing Committee on National Defence. Previously he served as the Deputy Opposition
Whip, Strategic Advisor and Co-Chair of Question Period Planning and then Shadow Minister for Ethics.

Luke Coffey is presently Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute. Immediately prior to his current posting, he served
as Director of the Allison Center for Foreign Policy Studies at The Heritage Foundation where he was responsible
for directing policy research for the Middle East, Africa, Russia and the former Soviet Union, the Western
Hemisphere, the Arctic region, and NATO. Earlier, Mr. Coffey was engaged as a special adviser to Britain's
Ministry of Defence after having served as an officer in the United States Armed Forces, with deployments in
South Europe and Afghanistan.

Ariel Cohen, LLB & PhD, is a recognized authority in political risk, international energy, and security. He is the
Founding Principal of International Market Analysis Ltd, a boutique consulting firm dealing with geoeconomic,
geostrategic, energy, and natural resources (www.IMAStrategy.com). Dr. Cohen is also an internationally
recognized expert on Russia/Eurasia, Eastern Europe, and the Middle East. He is a Senior Fellow with the non-
profit International Tax and Investment Center (ITIC) and Director of Energy, Growth, and Security Program (EGS)
at the said institution; he concurrently holds a non-resident Senior Fellowship at the Eurasian Studies Center at
the Atlantic Council. For over 20 years, Dr. Cohen served as a Senior Research Fellow in Russian and Eurasian
Studies and International Energy Policy at the Sarah and Douglas Allison Center at the Heritage Foundation.

William Courtney, U.S. Ambassador (retired), is an adjunct senior fellow at RAND and a professor of policy
analysis at the RAND School of Public Policy. A career foreign service officer, he served as Ambassador to
Kazakhstan, Georgia, and the U.S.-Soviet Commission to implement the Threshold Test Ban Treaty. He co-
chaired the U.S. delegation to the review conference that prepared for the 1999 Istanbul Summit of the
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe and advised in the reorganization of U.S. foreign affairs
agencies, mandated by the Foreign Affairs Reform Act of 1999. Ambassador Courtney is chair-emeritus of the
board of trustees of Eurasia Foundation and belongs to the American Academy of Diplomacy and the Council on
Foreign Relations. He has a BA from West Virginia University and a PhD from Brown University in economics.


http://www.imastrategy.com/

Orest Deychakiwsky worked at the Commission on Security and Cooperation in Europe (Helsinki Commission),
an independent US government agency, from 1981 to 2017. His country responsibilities included Ukraine. While
at the Commission, he served as a member of official delegations to numerous conferences and meetings of the
OSCE and its predecessor, the CSCE and observed nearly three dozen elections in nine countries. Currently, Mr.
Deychakiwsky serves on the Boards of the Ukrainian Catholic University Foundation (UCUF) and The Washington
Group, the Grants and Auditing Committees of the Shevchenko Scientific Society of the U.S., and is a Senior
Advisor at the U.S.-Ukraine Business Council. He writes a regular column for the Ukrainian Weekly and Vilni
Media.

Andrij Dobriansky is often referred to as the most visible face of the Ukrainian American community. With a history
of appearances on The Daily Show with Jon Stewart, MSNBC, PBS, NPR, Voice of America and other outlets, he
assists Ukraine and its worldwide diaspora in getting its message out. At the United Nations, he is the Chair of the
UN Affairs Committee for the Ukrainian World Congress, the international assembly of all public organizations in
the Ukrainian diaspora of over 20 million people.

Diane Francis is an award-winning columnist, bestselling author, investigative journalist, and television
commentator. She writes twice weekly at https://dianefrancis.substack.com/ and is Editor at Large with the
National Post and Postmedia newspapers writing twice weekly. She is Senior Fellow at the Atlantic Council,
Eurasia section, in Washington DC. She has written pieces for the Wall Street Journal, Washington Post, Daily
Beast, Politico, Miami Herald and the New York Post. In addition she is a Distinguished Professor at Ryerson
University's Rogers School of Management and has been a Visiting Fellow at Harvard University’s Shorenstein
Center on Media, Politics and Public Policy. In 1991, she became Editor of Canada's Financial Post, the first
woman editor of a national daily newspaper in Canada, a position she held until the paper was sold in 1998.

Paul Goble is a longtime specialist on ethnic and religious questions in Eurasia. Most recently, he was director of
research and publications at the Azerbaijan Diplomatic Academy. Earlier, he served as vice dean for the social
sciences and humanities at Audentes University in Tallinn and a senior research associate at the EuroCollege of
the University of Tartu in Estonia. While there, he launched the “Window on Eurasia” series. Prior to joining the
faculty there in 2004, he served in various capacities in the U.S. State Department, the Central Intelligence
Agency and the International Broadcasting Bureau as well as at the Voice of America and Radio Free Europe/
Radio Liberty and at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. He writes frequently on ethnic and
religious issues and has edited five volumes on ethnicity and religion in the former Soviet space.

John Herbst is the senior director of the Atlantic Council's Eurasia Center. Ambassador Herbst served for thirty-
one years as a foreign service officer in the US Department of State, retiring at the rank of career minister. He was
the US ambassador to Ukraine from 2003 to 2006. Prior to his ambassadorship in Ukraine, he was the
ambassador to Uzbekistan from 2000 to 2003. Ambassador Herbst previously served as US consul general in
Jerusalem; principal deputy to the ambassador-at-large for the Newly Independent States; director of the Office of
Independent States and Commonwealth Affairs; director of regional affairs in the Near East Bureau; and at the
embassies in Tel Aviv, Moscow, and Saudi Arabia. He most recently served as director of the Center for Complex
Operations at the National Defense University. He has received two Presidential Distinguished Service Awards,
the Secretary of State’s Career Achievement Award, the State Department’s Distinguished Honor Award, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Distinguished Civilian Service Award.

Ben Hodges retired from the U.S. Army in January 2018 holding the rank of Lieutenant General. The West
Pointer's last military assignment was as Commanding General, United States Army Europe from 2014 to 2017.
Gen. Hodges started his career as an Infantry Lieutenant in Garlstedt, Germany where he commanded Infantry
units at the Company, Battalion, and Brigade levels in the 101st Airborne Division, including Command of the First
Brigade Combat Team “Bastogne” of the 101st Airborne Division in Operation IRAQI FREEDOM (2003-2004). His
other operational assignments include Chief of Operations for Multi-National Corps-Iraq in Operation IRAQI
FREEDOM and Director of Operations, Regional Command South in Kandahar, Afghanistan. General Hodges has
also served in a variety of Joint and Army Staff positions to include: Chief of Plans, 2nd Infantry Division in Korea;
Aide-de-Camp to the Supreme Allied Commander Europe; Chief of Staff, XVIII Airborne Corps; and Commander,
NATO Allied Land Command (izmir, Turkey). He is presently NATO Senior Mentor for Logistics

Joseph Hughes currently holds the position of University Distinguished Professor of Engineering at Drexel
University. He served as Dean of Engineering at Drexel from 2012 to 2017 and Director of the A.J. Drexel Institute
for Energy and Environment from 2014 to 2019. Prior to his appointment at Drexel University, Dr. Hughes (served
at Georgia Tech as the Karen and John Huff School Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering, the Howard T.
Tellepsen Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering, and Professor of Material Science and Engineering. He
served at Rice University at all academic ranks, including the George R Brown Chair of Engineering and
Department Chair of Civil and Environmental Engineering. He is a registered professional engineer and is a
Diplomat, by Eminence, of the American Academy of Environmental Engineering and Science.



Lewis Madanick is a Senior Program Manager at the Congressional Office for International Leadership, where he
has worked for more than 20 years. He manages the country programs for Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Lithuania and
Ukraine. Lewis was responsible for the creation of Open World's rule of law program, and regularly advises senior
management about it. Mr. Madanick received a Master’s Degree in Foreign Service from Georgetown University
and has a Bachelor's Degree in political science and European history.

Shelby Magid is the deputy director of the Atlantic Council’'s Eurasia Center, where she oversees the Center’s
strategy, programming, and policy work on Ukraine and the broader Eurasia region. In this role, she also manages
the Center’s operations, including fundraising and institutional development. Ms. Shelby leads the Center’s
congressional engagement and directs the Eurasia Congressional Fellowship program, an effort designed to brief
congressional staff on political, economic, and security developments in Ukraine and across Eurasia.

Robert McConnell co-founded U.S.-Ukraine Foundation (1990) and is currently Director of External Affairs for the
Foundation’s Friends of Ukraine Network (FOUN). Mr. McConnell previously served as Assistant Attorney General
during the Reagan Administration, was Vice President-Washington for CBS and headed Gibson, Dunn &
Crutcher’s Legislative Affairs Practice Group.

Alexander J. Motyl is professor of political science at Rutgers University-Newark. He served as associate director
of the Columbia University’s Harriman Institute from 1992 to 1998. A specialist on Ukraine, Russia, and the USSR,
and on nationalism, empires and transition state theory, Dr. Motyl is the author of Imperial Ends: The Decay,
Collapse & Revival of Empires; Revolutions, Nations, Empires: Conceptual Limits & Theoretical Possibilities;
Dilemmas of Independence: Ukraine after Totalitarianism; Sovietology, Rationality, Nationality: Coming to Grips
with Nationalism in the USSR; Will the NonRussians Rebel? State, Ethnicity & Stability in the USSR.

Steven Nix Esq. is Director for Europe and Eurasia at the International Republican Institute. From 1995 to 1997,
Mr. Nix served as Outside Legal Counsel for the Ukrainian Parliament's Committee on Legal and Judicial Reform.
Upon his return to the United States, he accepted a position as Senior Democracy Specialist at USAID, where he
assisted in the design/implementation of democracy programs in Eastern Europe the Newly Independent States.

Phillips Payson O'Brien is an American historian and professor of strategic studies at the University of St Andrews,
Scotland. He was formerly at the University of Glasgow where he ran the Scottish Centre for War Studies. His
books include the revisionist history How the War Was Won: Air-Sea Power and Allied Victory in World War Il
(2015) which concluded that superiority in the air and on the sea on an "Air-Sea Super Battlefield" of thousands of
miles, rather than battles on land, determined the outcome of the war.

Herman Pirchner, in 1982, became the founding President of the American Foreign Policy Council (AFPC), a non-
profit public policy organization headquartered in Washington, DC. Under his leadership, AFPC has hosted the
Washington visits of hundreds of foreign officials, conducted hundreds of briefings for members of Congress and
their staffs; and organized dozens of fact-finding missions abroad for current and former senior American officials.
AFPC'’s publication program includes the sponsorship of numerous articles, monographs and books; in recent
years, AFPC authors have appeared in the Washington Post, the New York Times, the Financial Times and the
Wall Street Journal among other prominent newspapers and magazines.

Roman Popadiuk, a former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine and past principal of Morgan-Lewis Consulting, presently
serves as President of the Diplomacy Center Foundation and the World Affairs Councils of America's Chairman of
the national Board of Directors. A retired member of the career Senior Foreign Service, Dr. Popadiuk brings more
than 30 years of experience in the areas of national security, political risk analysis, and energy policy, including
serving on the National Security Councils of Presidents Ronald Reagan & George Bush. With his vast experience
and contacts that span the globe, he brings a unique insight into international political and business matters.

Howard J. Shatz is a senior economist at the RAND Corporation and a professor at the Pardee RAND Graduate
School. He specializes in international economics and economics and national security. His RAND research has
included Ukraine’s post-war reconstruction and economic issues related to Russia’s 2022 full-scale invasion of
Ukraine; economic competition and the U.S. role in the global economic order; the Chinese and Russian
economies; and the development of socio-economic strategy by governments. From 2007 to 2008, he was on
leave from RAND, serving as a senior economist at the U.S. President’s Council of Economic Advisers. Dr. Shatz
has held research fellowships at the Brookings Institution & the Board of Governors of the Fed. Reserve System.

Kateryna Shynkaruk is a Senior Lecturer at the Bush School of Government and Public Service in Washington
DC, where she teaches courses in East European Politics, European Security, and in International Relations
Theory; concurrently, she is a nonresident scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She has
over 15 years’ experience of working in academia, with think tanks and diplomatic missions, with research
interests that cover the Eastern European region in global politics, Ukraine’s foreign and security policy, and the
role of ideas and culture in international relations. Dr. Shynkaruk has over 30 publications on the topics of
postcommunist transformations in Ukraine and across East Europe.



Olha Sydii is a Ukrainian strategist in advocacy, communications, and partnership development who works at the
intersection of civil society, media, and international cooperation. With her skills, she has ascended to the
chairmanship of NGO ‘UA Voice’ and moved to co-found the UA Voice Alliance. Additionally, she has pursued
disparate civic roles as: Member of the Supervisory Board of the “Ridnia” Community Foundation; Coordinator of
the human rights initiative “Pravotvorets”; Founder of the civic leadership training camp “Stezhyna Neskorenykh”.

HE Olha Stefanishyna was appointed as Ukraine’s Ambassador to the United States of America on August 27,
2025. Before that, she served as the Deputy Prime Minister for European and Euro-Atlantic Integration and
Minister of Justice of Ukraine. In her governmental role, she oversaw Ukraine’s integration efforts with the EU and
NATO, shaped legal policies, and set the priorities for the Ministry of Justice. She was also a member of the
National Security and Defense Council of Ukraine. She chaired the Commission on Coordination of Ukraine’s
Euro-Atlantic Integration, where she led the development of the adapted Annual National Program.

William B. Taylor (Amb.-ret.) is a distinguished fellow with the Atlantic Council’s Eurasia Center. Immediately prior
to his time the Atlantic Council, he was vice president, Europe and Russia at the US Institute of Peace. From 2006
to 2009, Amb. Taylor served as the sixth US envoy to Ukraine and from 2019 to 2020 as the chargé d’affaires ad
interim at the US embassy in Kyiv. Beyond Ukraine, he was the special coordinator for Middle East Transitions at
the US Department of State from 2011 to 2013, where he oversaw support to the Middle East during the Arab
Spring. Prior to his tenure in the Middle East Transitions Team and Kyiv, the veteran diplomat served in Baghdad
as director of the Irag Reconstruction Office (2004-2006), in Kabul as coordinator of US government and
international assistance to Afghanistan (2002-2004); and in Washington as coordinator of US government
assistance to former Soviet Union countries and Eastern Europe (1992-2002).

Mark Thomas is presently Chairperson of the Department of Political Science at La Salle University, Philadelphia
PA. His research interests focus on the foreign policies of the countries of Central and East Europe, particularly
the causes of ethnic conflict. He has conducted extensive research on Russian national security policy, especially
the use of energy resources as a tool of foreign policy. As a follow-up to a previous article on Soviet influence
operations against Saint John Paul I, Dr. Thomas is currently conducting archival research on Soviet/Russian
influence operations using race/ethnicity as a tool of foreign policy.

Volodymyr Vyatrovych is currently a member of the Verkhovna Rada of Ukraine (ES Fraktsiya). Immediately prior
to his parliamentary career, he served as the Head of the Ukrainian Institute of National Remembrance, where he
did yeoman’s work in helping restore the Ukrainian nation’s historical sense of itself. Dr. Vyatrovych’s journey in
the latter regard began when he, in the process of completing his graduate studies, founded the Center for
Research on the Liberation Movement, a non-governmental research institution which eventually became a
respected member of the Platform of European Memory and Conscience. Between 2008 and 2010, Dr.
Vyatrovych assumed the post of the Director of the Security Service of Ukraine Archives; he proceeded to open
the KGB archives to the public. In 2010-2011, he was a senior visiting scholar at Harvard Ukrainian Research
Institute. Dr. Vyatrovych is the author of 6 books and co-author of 3 others.

Yaryna Yasynevych is presently Program Director of the Polyp Orlyk Foundation ; concurrently she series as a
member of the Council of the Reanimation Package of Reforms (RPR) Coalition and senior advisor to the Board
of the All-Ukrainian Democratic Forum. Earlier, she served as Chief of Staff of the Minister of Education and
Science lvan Vakarchuk (2008-2010) and was the co-founder and of the coordinators of the Civic Campaign "It's
Time!" (2004), OPORA Civic Network (2006-07), Euromaidan Public Sector (2013-14), Still earlier, Ms.
Yasynevych was the head of programs of the Liberation Movement Research Center, volunteer of the Initiative
Group of Ukrainian Intellectuals "First of December" as well as head of projects in the field of historical non-fiction.

Andriy Zahorodnyuk served as Minister of Defense of Ukraine from August 2019 to March 2020. His tenure was
motivated by a strong urge to fast track a well conceived, innovative reform agenda. It reflected his time at two
earlier posts. From 2015 to 2017, he headed the Reform Project Office at the Ministry of Defense of Ukraine. On 9
July 2019, newly elected President Zelensky appointed him to serve as a Member of the Supervisory Board at
Ukroboronprom. Many believe that Min. Zahorodnyuk's efforts at the Defense Ministry helped accelerate Ukraine's
accession into the NATO Enhanced Partnership program. The recognized reformer currently is a nonresident
scholar in the Carnegie Endowment for Int'l Peace REA Program and Chair of the Centre for Defense Strategies

Walter Zaryckyj is Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations. The Center provides “informational
platforms” or venues for senior-level representatives of the political, economic, security, diplomatic and cultural/
academic establishments of the United States and Ukraine to exchange views on a wide range of issues of mutual
interest, and to showcase what has been referred to as a “burgeoning relationship of notable geopolitical import”
between the two nations. Dr. Zaryckyj completed his undergraduate and graduate work at Columbia University;
He taught political science at New York University for nearly three decades before moving on in recent years to do
postdoctoral research work on Eastern Europe.
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