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STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 
 

Ukraine’s EuroAtlantic Future Forum VIII: The Three Seas Initiative Paradigm - Examining the 
Possibilities from Energy to Security is scheduled to take place the Texas A&M Bush School in Washington 

DC on Nov 13, 2025. The forum will bring together key think tank policy experts and active or retired government 
officials as well as leading players in the private sector to examine an old Eastern Europe “From Sea to Sea to 

Sea” construct that has been resurrected as the Three Seas Initiative effort in the last decade. The initiative until 
recently has concentrated on deepening energy-transport-communications ties between the member countries 

of TSI. That subject will remain a component of the proposed examination, but possible deeper security links will 
also be part of the discussion. 

 
 

UA UEAF EVENT INVOCATION 
 

Oh Lord, Master of Heaven and Earth  
You have graced Ukraine with Liberty,  

We beseech you to help Her sustain  
Your precious gift  
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PROGRAM 
 
EUROATLANTIC FUTURE FORUM VIII 
  
THE "THREE SEAS INITIATIVE" PARADIGM:  
EXAMINING THE POSSIBILITIES  
FROM ENERGY TO SECURITY 
    
 
12:30 PM - 1:00 PM   Registration 
 
 
1:00 PM - 1:20 PM   Opening Word 
  
Theme: Three Seas Initiative – A View from Kyiv 
 
Host: Col J.P. McDonough [Executive Director/The Bush School of Government & Public Service] 
Featured Speaker: Dr. Ihor Zhovkva [Deputy Head of the Office of the President of Ukraine]  
 
 
1:20 PM - 1:40 PM   Focus Session I 
  
Theme: Three Seas Initiative - Efforts 2015-2024 
  
Co-Speakers:  
 

Max Pyziur [D-TF-NGP Director/Energy Policy Research Foundation] 
Matthew Sawoski [Senior Research Analyst/Energy Policy Research Foundation]    

 
 
1:40 PM - 3:05 PM   Panel Discussion I 
  
Theme: Three Sea Initiative - Current & Future Energy/Communications/Transportation  
Integration Possibilities 
  
Chair:  
 

Amb. John Herbst [Eurasia Center Director/Atlantic Council] 
  
SIx Panelists:  
 

Romanian Dimension [Amb. Adrian Zuckerman/US Envoy to Romania 2019-2021]  
Bulgarian Dimension [Margarita Assenova/Senior Fellow/Jamestown Foundation]  
Moldovan Dimension [Steven Nix/EA Regional Director/International Republican Institute] 
Polish Dimension [Col. Ray Wojcik/Army Attache US Embassy Warsaw 2014-17] 
Baltic Dimension [Dr. Agnia Grigas/Senior Fellow/Atlantic Council of the United States]  
Ukrainian Dimension [Dr. Kateryna Shynkaruk/Senior Lecturer/Bush School of Government] 

  
Special Discussant [Private Sector Perspective]:  
 

Jock Mendoza Wilson [International & Investor Relations Director/SCM]  
 
  
3:05 PM - 3:15 PM   Coffee Break                                 



3:15 PM - 4:40 PM    Panel Discussion II 
  
Theme: Three Sea Initiatives - Current & Future Security Integration Possibilities 
  
Chair:  
 

Glen Howard [President/Saratoga Foundation]  
  
SIx Panelists:  
 

Romanian Dimension [Amb. Adrian Zuckerman/US Envoy to Romania 2019-2021]  
Bulgarian Dimension [Margarita Assenova/Senior Fellow/Jamestown Foundation]  
Moldovan Dimension [Steven Nix/EA Regional Director/International Republican Institute] 
Polish Dimension [Col. Ray Wojcik/Army Attache US Embassy Warsaw 2014-17] 
Baltic Dimension [Dr. Agnia Grigas/Senior Fellow/Atlantic Council of the United States]  
Ukrainian Dimension [Dr. Kateryna Shynkaruk/Senior Lecturer/Bush School-Texas A&M] 

  
Special Discussant [Armed Forces Perspective]:  
 

B/GEN Mark Kimmitt [DOD-DAS 2006-08, DOS-AS/PMA 2008-09] 
 

 
4:40 PM - 5:00 PM - Focus Session II 
  
Theme: Three Sea Initiatives - A Possible Future 'Alliance of Frontline States'? 
  
Chair: Mykola Hryckowian [DC Bureau Director/Center for US-Ukrainian Relations] 
Featured Speaker: Dr Stephen Blank [Senior Fellow/Foreign Policy Research Institute] 
 
  
5:00 PM - 6:00 PM  - Sponsors' Reception 
 

BIOS 
 
 
Margarita Assenova is a Senior Fellow at the Jamestown Foundation in Washington DC. and a regular 
contributor to its flagship publication Eurasia Daily Monitor covering energy security and politics in Europe and 
Eurasia. For over two decades, she served as Advanced Area Studies Chair for Eastern Europe, the Caucasus, 
and Central Asia at DOS’ Foreign Service Institute. Ms. Assenova is a recipient of the John Knight Professional 
Journalism Fellowship at Stanford University for her reporting on nationalism in the Balkans. Her books include 
Eurasian Disunion: Russia’s Vulnerable Flanks with Janusz Bugajski (Jamestown, 2016) and Azerbaijan and the 
New Energy Geopolitics of Southeastern Europe, Ed. (Jamestown, 2015). Her report Nord Stream 2: Myths, 
Reality, and the Way Forward (CEPA, 2018) was critical to exposing Russian energy ambitions in Europe.  
 
Stephen Blank is currently Senior Fellow at the Foreign Policy Research Institute; immediately prior to his 
present position, he was Senior Fellow on Russia at the American Foreign Policy Council. Earlier, Dr. Blank 
spent 24 years, 1989-2013, as a Professor of National Security Studies at the Strategic Studies Institute of the 
US Army War College in Carlisle Barracks, PA. His expertise covers the entire Russian and post-Soviet region 
and he has also written extensively on defense strategy, arms control, information warfare, energy issues, US 
foreign and defense policy, European, and Asian security. 
 
Andrij Dobriansky, Director of Communications for the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, is often 
referred to as the most visible face of the Ukrainian American community. With a history of appearances on The 
Daily Show with Jon Stewart, MSNBC, PBS, NPR, Voice of America and other outlets, he assists Ukraine and its 
worldwide diaspora in getting its message out. At the United Nations, he is the Chair of the UN Affairs 
Committee for the Ukrainian World Congress, the international assembly of all public organizations in the 
Ukrainian diaspora of over 20 million people.  



 
 
Agnia Grigas is an author, speaker, and consultant. Her books include “The New Geopolitics of Natural Gas” 
(Harvard UP) and “Beyond Crimea” (Yale UP), which was selected as TIME’s Top-10 book on Russia, and “The 
Politics of Energy and Memory” (Routledge). Dr. Grigas worked with US government institutions (DOE, DOD, 
DHS, DOS), think tanks (Atlantic Council, Argonne National Laboratories) as well as testified at the Senate 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. She’s lectured at leading universities like Harvard, Stanford, Yale, 
Columbia, John Hopkins, Oxford, LSE as well as business and security conferences. She appears in the media 
including The New York Times, Wall Street Journal, Forbes, Newsweek, Financial Times, Bloomberg, Reuters, 
Foreign Affairs, CNN, BBC.  
 
John Herbst is the senior director of the Atlantic Council's Eurasia Center. Ambassador Herbst served for thirty- 
one years as a foreign service officer in the US Department of State, retiring at the rank of career minister. He 
was the US ambassador to Ukraine from 2003 to 2006. Prior to his ambassadorship in Ukraine, he was the 
ambassador to Uzbekistan from 2000 to 2003. Ambassador Herbst previously served as US consul general in 
Jerusalem; principal deputy to the ambassador-at-large for the NIS; director of the Office of Independent States 
and Commonwealth Affairs; director of regional affairs in the Near East Bureau; and at the embassies in Tel 
Aviv, Moscow, and Saudi Arabia. He most recently served as director of the Center for Complex Operations at 
the National Defense University.  
 
Glen E. Howard currently serves as the President and Chairman of The Saratoga Foundation. Before his time in 
Saratoga, Mr. Howard was President of the Jamestown Foundation; he shaped the research/analysis activities 
of the said institution for 20+ years and extensively interacted with leaders, experts, and national strategists from 
Europe and Eurasia. Earlier, he was an analyst at the Science Applications International Corporation (SAIC) 
Strategic Assessment Center. His articles have appeared in The Wall Street Journal, the Central Asia-Caucasus 
Analyst, and Jane's Defense Weekly; he has consulted private sector and governmental agencies, including the 
DOD, the National Intelligence Council and oil companies operating in Central Asia and the Middle East. 
 
Mykola Hryckowian is currently Director of the Washington DC office of the Center for US Ukrainian Relations 
(CUSUR); the Center has organized over 100 forums dealing with US-UA bilateral ties in the areas of national 
and energy security as well as economic and civil society development. From 2014 to 2015, Mr. Hryckowian was 
the Chairman of the Ad-Hoc Committee for Ukraine, a coalition of US NGO and Ukrainian-American 
communities that successfully advocated for the passage of the Ukraine Freedom Support Act 2014 and for the 
creation of the Senate Ukraine Caucus in 2015. In 2019, he was elected president of the Organization for the 
Defense of Four Freedom for Ukraine and is presently serving a second term in the post. 
 
Mark T.P. Kimmitt is a retired American general and former diplomat. He served as the 16th Assistant Secretary 
of State for Political-Military Affairs under George W. Bush from August 2008 to January 2009. Before he joined 
the State Department, he was a brigadier general in the United States Army and served as the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of Defense for Middle East. Gen. Kimmitt also served as deputy director for strategy and plans for the 
United States Central Command and deputy director for operations/chief military spokesman for coalition forces 
in Iraq as well as being posted at NATO's SHAPE in Belgium. 
 
J.P. McDonough is Associate Vice President and COO, Texas A&M DC and Executive Director of the Bush 
School for Government in DC. A career artillery officer, Col. McDonough has been posted across the globe, 
commanding every level of Marine artillery, from platoon to regiment. McDonough’s staff and joint tours have 
included multiple tours in the Pentagon, as well as in the Marine Corps Training and Education Command. 
 
Jock Mendoza-Wilson is the Director of the International and Investor Relations of System Capital Management 
since 2005, as well as a chairperson of the UN Global Compact in Ukraine, a member of the Advisory Board of 
the EU-Ukraine Business Council, a Director of the British-Ukrainian Chamber of Commerce and serves on the 
President’s Advisory Council of the US-Ukraine Business Council.  Mr. Mendoza-Wilson has extensive 
experience in developing communications strategies and implementing public and regulatory affairs programs 
for leading global corporations. 
 
Stephen Nix is the Regional Program Direction for the Eurasia Program at International Republican Institute 
(IRI). He joined IRI in October 2000, and currently oversees programs in Belarus, Georgia, Kyrgyz Republic, 
Moldova, Russia, and Ukraine. Prior to IRI, he served for two years as the Senior Democracy Specialist at the 



USAID. During three years of living in Kyiv, Mr. Nix served as outside legal counsel for the Committee on Legal 
Reform in the Ukrainian Rada. He also assisted in the drafting of crucial reform legislation in Ukraine, including 
the constitution of Ukraine. His recent work has centered around Moldova and its battles for a European future. 
 
Max Pyziur is Research Director for Downstream, Transportation Fuels, Electricity, and Natural Gas Programs at 
the Energy Research Policy Foundation. EPRINC is a Washington, DC-based think-tank focused on the 
intersection of energy, economics, and security policy issues. Previously he has held senior analytical roles at 
PIRA Energy and CPM Group, both commodities market consultancies, as well as financial service companies 
such as Banc of America Securities and Victory Capital Asset Management. Mr. Pyziur has been a student of 
the ongoings in the Three Seas Initiative since its inception; along with his co-worker at EPRINC, Matt Sawoski, 
he has authored studies on TSI efforts in the 2015-2023 period. 
 
Matthew Sawoski is a Senior Research Analyst at the Energy Policy Research Foundation’s (EPRINC); his focus 
is on National and Energy Security. A recent EPRINC Report, co-authored by Matt with the Foundation's 
Research Director Max Pyziur, entitled:  "The Strategic Petroleum Reserve: 50 + 2 Years Since the Key Inciting 
Incident" is already considered a 'Must Read' in DC Energy expert circles. 
 
Kateryna Shynkaruk is a Senior Lecturer at the Bush School of Government and Public Service in Washington 
DC, where she teaches courses in East European Politics, European Security, and in International Relations 
Theory; concurrently, she is a nonresident scholar at the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. She has 
over 15 years’ experience of working in academia, with think tanks and diplomatic missions, with research 
interests that cover the Eastern European region in global politics, Ukraine’s foreign and security policy, and the 
role of ideas and culture in international relations. Dr. Shynkaruk has over 30 publications on the topics of post-
communist transformations in Ukraine and across East Europe. She coordinated and was a team leader in 
several cross-country research projects on democratic reforms in East European countries. 
 
Ray Wojcik (Col.-ret.) is presently Senior Consultant to the Kosciuszko Challenge. Immediately prior, he was 
Warsaw Director (2017-2019) and Non-resident Senior Fellow with the Transatlantic Security and Defense 
program (2019-2021) at the Center for European Policy Analysis. Earlier Colonel Wojcik, during a tenure of 32 
years in the U.S. Army, served as a soldier, noncommissioned officer, and officer in a variety of Command, Staff, 
Army, Joint, and Foreign Area Officer assignments in Europe and the United States culminating in his final tour 
as Army Attaché, American Embassy, Warsaw. 
 
Walter Zaryckyj is Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations. The Center provides 
“informational platforms” or venues for senior-level representatives of the political, economic, security, diplomatic 
and cultural/academic establishments of the United States and Ukraine to exchange views on a wide range of 
issues of mutual interest, and to showcase what has been referred to as a “burgeoning relationship of notable 
geopolitical import” between the two nations. Dr. Zaryckyj completed his undergraduate and graduate work at 
Columbia University; he taught political science at New York University for nearly three decades before moving 
on in recent years to do postdoctoral research work on Eastern Europe 
 
Ihor Zhovkva is currently Deputy Head of Office of the President of Ukraine. Dr. Zhovkva began his career path 
in academia but moved into the political world by serving as an assistant to the Member of Parliament of 
Ukraine, Chairman of the Committee on European Integration. During 2002-2008, he held various positions in 
the Foreign Policy Department of the Administration of two Presidents of Ukraine. In 2008, Dr. Zhovkva became 
Chief of Staff of Deputy Prime Minister of Ukraine for European Integration. During 2010-2014, he headed the 
Department of International Cooperation & Investment Marketing at the State Agency for Foreign Investment of 
Ukraine. In 2014, Dr. Zhovkva moved to the Administration of the President of Ukraine to become Director of the 
Foreign Policy & European Integration Directorate General. He assumed his current post in September 2019. 
 
Adrian Zuckerman was the United States Ambassador to Romania from 2019 to 2021. Under his leadership 
Romania signed a ten-year defense cooperation agreement with the United States that provided financial, 
military and strategic support and cooperation. He also advanced and helped structure an intergovernmental 
agreement between the US and Romania for the $8 billion refurbishment of the Cernavoda nuclear plant which 
included refurbishing one operating reactor and building two additional nuclear reactors. To help finance this 
project, Amb. Zuckerman negotiated a $7 billion financing agreement with the Export-Import Bank of the United 
States (EXIM). The Cernavoda project was the largest-ever joint project between the United States and 
Romania. For his efforts, he was the recipient of the Star of Romania, Order of Grand Cross. 
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