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A large wave of Ukrainian immigrants to North and South America, as well as to Australia, following the
Second World War, became the catalyst for the establishment of the World Congress of Free Ukrainians
(WCFU). After years of planning, in 1967, the First World Congress of Free Ukrainians took place in New
York City. The event united Ukrainians from 17 countries and gave the diaspora an opportunity to proclaim
to the world its support for the renewal of an independent Ukrainian state, its solidarity with Ukraine’s
struggle for liberation, and its readiness to assist the Ukrainian nation by any means possible.

During the 1970s and 1980s — the period of the Cold War -WCFU was particularly active in the defense of
human and national rights for the Ukrainian people with its participation in demonstrations and international
forums, as well as in its cooperation with international human rights organizations.

With the proclamation of Ukraine’s independence in 1991 — the World Congress of Free Ukrainians changed
its name to Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) in 1993, and directed its activities toward the consolidation of
the Ukrainian State. Another important area of activity for the UWC throughout its existence has been to
support the mobilization and development of the Ukrainian diaspora for the protection and defense of its
rights and interests, as well as for the preservation outside Ukraine of the national identity, spiritual values,
language culture and other national values.

Today, UWC encompasses a network of member organizations and Ukrainian contacts in 53 countries
around the world, and is recognized by the United Nations Economic and Social Council as a non-
governmental organization with special consultative status.

Throughout its history, the mission of the UWC has always been guided by the aspirations of the Ukrainian
people.

2017 marks the 50™ Anniversary of the Ukrainian World Congress!



50" Anniversary of the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC)

In 2017, the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) is celebrating 50 years of success in uniting Ukrainian
communities worldwide to further the interests of Ukraine and the Ukrainian people.

Under the motto: “Ukrainians together — the future is ours!”, we hope to engage Ukrainians and the
broader international community in the promotion of a common vision for the future, while paying fribute to

our founders, presidents and dedicated UWC leadership in their many achievements that today is supported
by a network of Ukrainian communities in 53 countries.

Oh Lord, Master of Heaven and Earth
You have graced Ukraine with Liberty,
We beseech you to help Her sustain

Your precious gift
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The 50" Anniversary of the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC):
A North American Commemoration & Celebration
Saturday, September 16, 2017
Princeton Club, New York City

8:30 am — 9:00 am — Registration
Conference Venue: Dickinson Room

9:00 am — 9:15 am — Words of Welcome

Speaker: Volodymyr Yelchenko [Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the UN]

9:15am - 10:00am — Opening Remarks Session
Theme: The Ukrainian World Congress at Fifty — Reflecting on High-Water Mark Achievements
Chair: Stefan Romaniw [Secretary General/Ukrainian World Congress]
Speaker: Eugene Czolij [President/Ukrainian World Congress]
10 am — 11:30 am — Dialogue Panel Discussion I:

Theme: Taking Measure of UWC’s Efforts to Improve US-Ukraine & Canada-Ukraine Relations
Moderator: Roma Hadzewycz [Editor-in-Chief/The Ukrainian Weekly & Svoboda]
Panelists: Andrew Futey [President/Ukrainian Congress Committee of America]

Paul Grod [President/Ukrainian Canadian Congress
Roman Popadiuk [First United States Ambassador to Ukraine]
11:30am — 1:05 pm — Dialogue Panel Discussion Il
Theme: Highlighting Ukrainian World Congress Efforts in the United Nations
Moderator: Tamara Olexy [Chair, UWC International Council on UN Affairs]
Panelists: Valeriy Kuchinsky [UA Permanent Representative to the UN 2000-2006]
Yuri Sergeyev [UA Permanent Representative to the UN 2007-2015]

Orysia Sushko [President/World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations]
Discussant: Borys Potapenko [Chair Ad Interim/International Council in Support of Ukraine]

1:05 pm - 2:15 pm — Working Lunch Focus Session
Focus Session Venue: Hamilton Room
Theme: Why A Free, Stable & Prosperous Ukraine Matters to the United States

Chair: Bohdan Futey [Judge/US Court of Federal Claims]
Speaker: Valeriy Chaly [Ambassador of Ukraine to the United States]



2:15 pm - 3:45 pm - Dialogue Panel Discussion lll
Theme: Examining UWC’s Work in the Humanitarian/Social Services/Human Rights Spheres
Moderator: Victor Hetmanczuk [Chair/lUWC World Council of Ukrainian Social Services]
Panelists: Larissa Kyj [President/United Ukrainian American Relief Committee]
Marko Suprun [Head/UWC Patriot Defense Project]
Orest Deychakiwsky [Senior Policy Adviser (ret.)/US Helsinki Commission]
3:45 pm - 5:15 pm - Dialogue Panel Discussion IV
Theme: Examining UWC'’s Efforts in the Cultural /Informational /Educational Spheres
Moderator: Irka Mycak [Chair, UWC International Media and Public Relations Committee]
Panelists: Andrij Dobriansky [UCCA Director of Communications and Media]]
Renata Holod [President/The Ukrainian Museum NYC 2013-2017]
Lubomyr Hajda [Associate Director/Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute]
5:15 pm - 6:00 pm - Closing Remarks Session
Theme: The Ukrainian World Congress Looking Forward — What to Expect in the Next 50 Years
Chair: Marianna Zajac [President, Ukrainian National Women’s League of America]

Speaker: Askold Lozynskyj [UWC President 1998-2008]

Forum Host Moderator — Walter Zaryckyj [Chair/lUWC International Scholarly Council]

6:00 pm — 7:00 pm — Cocktail Reception
Reception Venue: Hamilton Room

For Background Viewing: A Short Documentary About the Ukrainian World Congress

7:00 pm - 10:00 pm — Commemorative Banquet
Banquet Venue: Madison Room

Master of Ceremonies: Michael Sawkiw [Director/Ukrainian National Information Service]

Featured Speakers:
Linas LinkeviCius [Minister of Foreign Affairs of Lithuania]
Kateryna Yushchenko [First Lady of Ukraine 2005-2010]
Vasyl Hrytsak [Head of the Ukrainian Security Service]



Valeriy Chaly

Valeriy Chaly presently serves as Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Ukraine to the United
States. He came to the post immediately after having held the position of Deputy Head of Administration of
the President of Ukraine. Prior to his political and foreign services appointments, Ambassador Chaly worked
a number of years as Deputy Director General of Ukraine’s leading NGO, the Razumkov Center, gaining
recognition in Ukraine as well as internationally for his efforts at the institution.

Eugene Czolij

Eugene Czolij has served as the President of the Ukrainian World Congress since 2008, having previously
served two terms as the President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. He is a senior partner at Lavery, de
Billy, L.L.P. in Montreal with a practice including corporate and commercial litigation, shareholder oppression
remedies and banking litigation. He has been a member of the Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Canadian
Congress since 1994 and the Metropolitan Andrey Sheptytsky Institute Foundation since 2005. He has
received several awards, including the Queen Elizabeth Il Golden Jubilee Medal, the Order of Merit of
Ukraine, and the Shevchenko Medal from the Ukrainian Canadian Congress.

Orest Deychakiwsky

Orest Deychakiwsky, until his very recent retirement, was a senior staff advisor at the U.S. Commission on
Security and Cooperation in Europe whose country responsibilities included Ukraine, Belarus and Bulgaria;
during his illustrious three decade long career, he served as a member of U.S. delegations to numerous
OSCE/CSCE meetings and as an international election observer in Ukraine, Belarus, Russia, Bulgaria,
Slovakia and Bosnia. Mr. Deychakiwsky has authored or co-authored a sizable number of speeches,
statements, resolutions, and articles on issues pertaining to Ukraine or U.S.-Ukrainian relations.

Andrij Dobriansky

Andrij Dobriansky serves a multitude of functions within the worldwide Ukrainian diaspora community,
principally as a community organizer, as well as a decorated artist and frequently as the face of the
Ukrainian American community in the media. He has appeared on such outlets as The Daily Show, Al
Jazeera, MSNBC, PBS, TRT, Voice of America and others speaking on a variety of on issues surrounding
Ukraine, Russia, Eastern European culture and identity, as well as leadership and activism in a global world.
Andrij serves as UCCA'’s Director of Communications and Media and continues to represent his local New
York City community at the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), as well as the global
Ukrainian Diaspora as a representative of the Ukrainian World Congress (UWC) to the United Nations.

Andrew J Futey

Andrew J Futey, in September 2016, was elected to a four-year term as President of the Ukrainian Congress
Committee of America, the representative organization of over 1.5 million Americans of Ukrainian descent;
he concurrently serves as a Vice President of the Ukrainian World Congress. Mr. Futey brings more than 20
years of extensive government and campaign experience as President of Andrew J Futey & Associates. His
firm provides public policy and government relations consulting, strategic planning, public affairs and
campaign development strategies at the international, federal, state and local levels. His clients have
included Ohio and out-of-state Fortune 500 Companies, Major Corporations, Small Businesses, Community
Non-Profit Organizations, Professional and State Associations and Governmental Entities.

Bohdan Futey

Bohdan Futey has served as Judge of the United States Court of Federal Claims since 1987. Judge Futey is
actively involved with Democratization and Rule of Law programs organized by the Judicial Conference of
the United States, the Department of State, and the American Bar Association in Ukraine and Russia. He
has participated in judicial exchange programs, seminars, and workshops and has been a consultant to the
working group on Ukraine’s Constitution and Ukrainian Parliament.



Roma Hadzewycz

Roma Hadzewycz is editor-in-chief of The Ukrainian Weekly (since 1980) and of Svoboda (since 2007). She
holds a B.A. in journalism and psychology from New York University and an M.A. in journalism with a
concentration in politics, also from NYU. She is editor of four books released by The Ukrainian Weekly: “The
Great Famine in Ukraine: The Unknown Holocaust” (1983, second edition -1988; co-edited with George
Zarycky and Marta Kolomayets), “The Ukrainian Weekly 2000” — Volume [, 1933-1969 (2000; co-edited with
Irene Jarosewich) and Volume I, 1970-1999 (2001) and “Ukraine Lives!” (2002). She served as an advisor
of the Ukrainian National Association for two and a half terms, 1990-1998 and 2001-2002.

Lubomyr Hajda

Lubomyr Hajda is Associate Director of the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard University. A historian
with a Ph.D. from Harvard University, he has taught at Harvard and the University of Massachusetts-
Ambherst. From 1978 to 1992 he held the position of Academic Coordinator of Harvard’s Master’s program in
Soviet studies. Among Dr. Hajda’s publications are the entry on Ukrainian history in the Encyclopaedia
Britannica (15th ed.), The Nationalities Factor in Soviet Politics Society (with M. Beissinger), and Ukraine in
the World: Studies in the International Relations and Security Structure of a Newly Independent State.

Victor Hetmanczuk

Victor Hetmanczuk is the President and CEO of the Canada-Ukraine Foundation and a member of the
National Board of Directors of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress. He is also the current Director of the
Ukrainian World Congress Humanitarian Initiatives Committee. After spending 30 years in the oil sector
working as a chemical engineer, Mr. Hetmanczuk took up various executive positions in the Canadian
Charity sector for 16 years. Concurrently, he was actively involved with the Ukrainian Canadian community
through a number of leadership roles, including as Treasurer of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of Canada,
and Treasurer of the Ukrainian World Foundation.

Renata Holod

Renata Holod is College of Women Class of 1963 Professor in the Humanities, History of Art Department
and Curator in the Near East Section, Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology, both at the University of
Pennsylvania. She has carried out archeological and architectural fieldwork in Syria, Iran, Morocco, Turkey,
Central Asia, Tunisia, and Ukraine. Dr. Holod recently completed a term (2013-2017) as President of The
Ukrainian Museum of New York. She is co-author and co-editor of City in the Desert (1978); Architecture and
Community: Building in the Islamic World Today, Aperture, New York, (1983); The Mosque and the Modern
World (1997); The City in the Islamic World (2008) and Island Through Time: Jerba Studies (2009).

Vasyl Hrytsak

Vasyl Hrytsak is the current head of the Security Service of Ukraine (SBU), having received his appointment
from Verkhovna Rada in 2015. For fruitful track record in Anti-Terrorist Operations (ATO), he was awarded
by President Poroshenko in 2016 with the coveted rank of General of the Army. General Hrytsak's
appointments to senior posts in the SBU began in the aftermath of the Orange Revolution; from 2005 until
2009, he served as the head of the SBU's regional departments in Kiev and Kiev Oblast and in the 2009-
2010 period, he headed the SBU department "K", a unit especially devoted to fighting corruption and
organized crime.

Paul Grod

Paul Grod presently serves as National President of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress, an organization that
represents over 1.2 million Canadians of Ukrainian descent; he has held that post since October 2007.
Concurrently, he is President and CEO of Rodan Energy, a leading North American smart grid company.
Prior to his election as UCC President, Mr. Grod served as the Congress’ Vice President and member of the
Board of Directors (since 2001); during that period, he also chaired or served on a number of UCC National
Committees including Justice, Internment and Canada Ukraine. For his efforts at the UCC as well as the
various posts he has held in the UWC, Mr. Grod was named in 2014 by the Embassy Magazine & Hill Times’
Power and Influence magazine as one of the top 100 people influencing Canada’s global future.



Valerii Kuchynskyi

Valerii Kuchynskyi occupied important posts both at home and abroad during the course of his professional
career in the Ukrainian Foreign Service, which spanned a period of three and a half decades. His last
assignment was to serve as Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations 2000-2006. Since
January 2007, Ambassador Kuchynskyi has been engaged as Adjunct Professor of International and Public
Affairs at SIPA, Columbia University. He has been teaching various courses dealing with the United Nations,
Ukraine’s Foreign Policy and current political situation in the country. He has been active in organizing and
participating in numerous panels, round tables, conferences and other fora on international relations and
foreign policy.

Larissa Kyj

Larissa Kyj is a full professor in the Accounting and Finance Department at Rowan University; her research
interested include bank efficiency, budgeting and accounting history. Concurrently, Dr. Kyj is the President of
the United Ukrainian Relief Committee (UUARC), a Ukrainian American charitable organization founded in
1944. She is also on the executive boards of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA) and the
Women’s Association for the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine (WADFFU).

Linas Linkevicius

Linas Linkevicius, the Republic of Lithuania's current Minister of Foreign Affairs since 2012, has held a
remarkable list of senior government posts during his distinguished career; he served as Minister of National
Defence from 1993 to 1996 and from 2000 to 2004, Head of the Lithuanian Mission to the WEU and NATO
from 1997 to 2000, as the Lithuanian Permanent Representative to the North Atlantic Council from 2005 until
2011.Throughout his tenures, Ambassador Linkevi€ius has corroborated Lithuania's status as an advanced
Euro-Atlantic democracy within many international and multilateral entities and organizations, including The
UN, NATO, The EU. Of particular note, Lithuania's senior diplomat has been a constant opponent within the
European Union and NATO of compromises with Russia over Ukraine.

Askold Lozynskyj

Askold Lozynskyj, admitted to the New York State Bar in 1977, specializes in commercial and real estate
transactions and litigation and non-for-profit law. He has devoted many hours of work representing Ukrainian
non-for- profit organizations, organizing and filing for tax exempt status, served as Counsel in numerous de-
naturalization, deportation and social security suspension proceedings involving Ukrainian-Americans
accused of material misrepresentation of wartime activities, and represented the Ukrainian American
community in a legal proceeding against CBS News before the Federal Communications Commission. He
has concurrently held a notable number of senior Hromada posts including the UCCA presidency (1992-
2000), the UWC presidency (1998-2008) and the presidency of ICSU (2009-2013).

Iryna Mycak

Iryna Mycak chairs the UWC 50th Anniversary Organizing Committee which has spearheaded a
commemorative program that began on 26 February 2017 and will culminate on 11 November 2017. The
program included five days of events in Ukraine, among them a commemoration in the capital city of Kyiv
with the participation of President of Ukraine Petro Poroshenko. Iryna Mycak also chairs the UWC
International Media & Public Relations Committee. She is also active in raising awareness of the Holodomor,
serving as Chair of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress National Holodomor Awareness Committee.

Tamara Olexy

Tamara Olexy has just completed her second term as President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America (UCCA) and has returned to work as the Executive Director of the UCCA National Office in New
York. She is also a member of the Ukrainian World Congress’ Board of Directors and serves as the chair of
their International Council on United Nations Affairs. In the early nineties, Ms. Olexy was director of the
Ukrainian National Information Service (UNIS) bureau in Washington, DC and therefore had a uniquely



convenient vantage point from which to observe key events in the modern Ukrainian state’s formative
history.

Roman Popadiuk

Roman Popadiuk, a former U.S. Ambassador to Ukraine, is an International Affairs Advisor and former
Principal for Morgan Lewis Consulting; concurrently, he serves as the World Affairs Councils of America's
Chairman of the national Board of Directors. A retired member of the career Senior Foreign Service, Dr.
Popadiuk brings more than 30 years of experience in the areas of national security, political risk analysis,
communications strategy and energy policy, including serving on the National Security Councils of
Presidents Ronald Reagan and George Bush. With his vast experience and contacts that span the globe, he
brings a unique insight into international political and business matters.

Borys Potapenko

Borys Potapenko is a Member of the External Affairs Committee of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America and Chairman, ad interim, of the International Council in Support of Ukraine. In the late 1970s and
early 1980s, he was the representative to the United Nations from the World Congress of Free Ukrainians
and, its successor, the Ukrainian World Congress. Concurrently, he serve as Senior Professional Staffer to
the Permanent Mission of the Republic of Indonesia to the United Nations and the Association of South East
Asian Nations. More recent postings have included service on the External Affairs Committee of the
Ukrainian Canadian Congress and the Canada-Ukraine Advisory Committee at the Canadian Foreign
Ministry.

Stefan Romaniw

Stefan Romaniw OAM serves as General Secretary of the Ukrainian World Congress, the entity formally
tasked with representing the global Ukrainian Hromada. Mr. Romaniw concurrently holds the position of
Executive Director of Community Languages Australia. He served successive terms as Chairperson of the
Victoria Provincial Multicultural Commission. In his role as UWC General Secretary, he has performed
double duty as Chair of the International Standing Committee on the 1932-33 Holodomor; his myriad and
tireless efforts to highlight the great Ukrainian tragedy globally have received wide praise.

Michael Sawkiw

Michael Sawkiw is the former President of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America (UCCA), the
leading representative organization of the Ukrainian American community. He was first elected President in
October 2000 in Chicago and subsequently re-elected in September 2004 in Philadelphia. Since 1996, he
has served as Director of the UCCA’s Washington, DC bureau — the Ukrainian National Information Service.
His key achievements in Washington have included the formation of the Congressional Ukrainian Caucus in
1997; advocating the graduation of Ukraine from the Jackson-Vanik amendment; and, most notably,
passage by the United States Congress of a bill to authorize the construction of a monument to the victims of
the Ukrainian Famine-Genocide of 1932-1933 in Washington, DC.

Yuri Sergeyev

Yuri Sergeyev is currently Senior Fellow at Yale University’s MacMillian Center. Prior to his present
appointment, he served nearly three decades as a Ukrainian diplomat. Among his most prominent postings,
Dr. Sergeyev served as Ukraine's envoy to Greece and head of the Directorate General for Foreign Policy of
the Administration of the President of Ukraine (1997-2003), envoy to France and, concurrently, the country’s
permanent representative to UNESCO (2003-2007) and Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United
Nations (2007-2015). As Ukraine’s voice in the UN, he led the country’s diplomatic efforts to highlight
Russia’s illegal annexation of Crimea and Russia’s continuing “Hybrid War” against Ukraine in UA’s
industrial heartland---the Donbas region.

Marko Suprun
Marko Suprun is currently acting director of Patriot Defence, the humanitarian initiative of the UWC, that
provides medical training to civilian and military professionals. Occasionally, he co-hosts the English



language digest of StopFake, an organization that dismembers Russian disinformation about Ukraine as well
as sometimes co-hosting the Ukraine Calling English language radio program on Hromadske Radio in Kyiv.
He is also a founding member of #BABYLON’13. He has a masters of arts from Columbia University in the
City of New York and is a member of Phi Beta Kappa.

Orysia Sushko

Orysia Sushko, as a Member of the Order of Canada, has served as Citizenship Judge overseeing the
induction of new Canadian citizens. As a former national president of the Ukrainian Canadian Congress
during the critical period of the Orange Revolution in Ukraine, her efforts included fundraising for the
Elections Observer Mission and liaising with Ukrainian government and Canadian government officials.
Presently, Ms. Sushko is the president of the World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organizations, which
coordinates the efforts of 31 national women’s organizations in 21 countries. At the core of WFUWO'’s
mission is support for the dignity and integrity of women in Ukraine and worldwide, as well as efforts that
support Ukraine’s development into an independent and stable democracy.

Volodymyr Yelchenko

Volodymyr Yelchenko has served as Permanent Representative of Ukraine to the United Nations since
December 9, 2015. Immediately prior to his present posting, he was Ambassador of Ukraine to Russia; he
held the post from July 2010 until he was recalled for consultations in March 2014, immediately after the
illegal annexation of Crimea by the Russian Federation. Ambassador Yelchenko is one of the true veterans
of Ukrainian diplomacy, having started in a career in foreign service in 1981.

Kateryna Yushchenko

Kateryna Yushchenko, wife of the Third President of Ukraine Victor Yushchenko (2005-2010), is an
Associate Professor (Docent) at the Banking University of Ukraine. She is also Chairman of the Ukraine
3000 Foundation, which promotes citizen involvement in addressing Ukraine’s needs in medicine, education,
history and the arts. The Foundation has raised and distributed over $60 million in assistance, and has
established such partner organizations as the Ukrainian Cinema Foundation, Center for Museum
Development, National Center for Women and Children’s Health and Association of Charities of Ukraine.
Mrs. Yushchenko moved to Ukraine in June 1991 to run the US-Ukraine Foundation, which she co-founded
to support democratic and free market development in the newly sovereign Ukrainian state. Before coming
to Ukraine, she held positions at the Joint Economic Committee of Congress, Department of Treasury, The
White House, State Department, and the Washington office of the Ukrainian Congress Committee of
America, UNIS.

Marianna Zajac

Marianna Zajac is President of the Ukrainian National Women’s League of America, Inc. (an educational,
charitable, cultural not for profit organization uniting women of Ukrainian descent since 1925); First Vice
President of The Ukrainian Museum in New York City (founded by The UNWLA in 1976); Board Member of
the World Congress of Ukrainians; Honorary Member of the World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s
Organizations, a member organization of the National Council of Women; participant in the annual United
Nations Commission on the Status of Women conferences; presenter at the 2011 (20th) Conference of the
World Information Transfer (Health & the Enviroment); member of the U.S. Holodomor Committee.

Volodymyr Zaryckyj

Volodymyr Zaryckyj is Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations. The Center provides
“informational platforms” or venues for senior-level representatives of the political, economic, security,
diplomatic and cultural/academic establishments of the United States and Ukraine to exchange views on a
wide range of issues of mutual interest, and to showcase what has been referred to as a “burgeoning
relationship of notable geopolitical import” between the two nations. Dr. Zaryckyj completed his
undergraduate and graduate work at Columbia University; he taught political science at NYU for nearly three
decades before moving on in recent years to do postdoctoral research work on Eastern Europe.
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