


    
 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 
 

UA Historical Encounters Series Event VIII: "Ties That Bind" - Reflections on Crimean Tatar-Ukrainian 
Relations and a Crucial Circassian Connection, is being held on September 27, 2025 at William Paterson 
University in Wayne NJ. The gathering intends to run three panel discussions, dedicated to taking a fresh 

look at the highways and byways of more than seven centuries of Crimean Tatar-Ukrainian relations – 
visiting past, present and possible future dimensions of the said subject, as well as examining Russia’s brutal 

colonial policies endured by the two nations using the trials of the Circassian nation as a prism. 
 

UA HES EVENT INVOCATION 
 

Oh Lord, Master of Heaven and Earth 
You have graced Ukraine with Liberty, 
We beseech you to help Her sustain 

Your precious gift 
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PROGRAM 
 
UA Historical Encounters Series Event VIII:  
"Ties That Bind" – Reflections on Crimean Tatar-Ukrainian Relations  
                                and a Crucial Circassian Connection 
 
Date: September 27, 2025 
Forum Venue: William Paterson University – Wayne New Jersey 
 
1:00 PM – 1:20 PM Word of Welcome 
• Iyad Youghar (Chairman of the International Council of Circassians) 
• Volodymyr Zaryckyj (Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations) 
 
1:20 PM – 2:30 PM Session One: Crimean Tatar-Ukrainian Relations - In the Far and Near Past  
 
Chair: Lubomyr Hajda (Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute) 
 
Speakers:  Ridvan Bariiev (University of Warsaw) 
                  Andriy Zhyvachivskyi (Polish Academy of Sciences) 
                                 
Suggested Theme 1: From Konotop to the Destruction of Khortytsia and the Fall of the Crimean Khanate 
Suggested Theme 2: From the UNR and the Crimean National Republic to the Holodomor and the Surgun 
 
2:30 PM – 2:35 PM   Coffee Break 
 
2:35 PM – 3:45 PM    Session Two: Crimean Tatar Ukrainian Relations in the Present and Future  
 
Chair: Lubomyr Hajda (Harvard Ukrainian Research Institute) 
 
Speakers:  Nedim Useinow (University of Warsaw] 
                   Hüseyin Oylupinar (Uppsala University) 
 
Suggested Theme: Dealing with Mr. Putin’s War and the Aftermath – Contemplating Common Roads to Recovery 
 
3:45 PM – 3:50 PM   Coffee Break 
 
4:00 PM – 5:25 PM    Session Three: Taking Measure of the Trials of the Circassian Nation and More Broadly 
Examining Russia’s Genocidal Colonial Policies 
 
Chair: Mark Thomas [Lasalle University] 
 
Speakers: Adel Bashqawi (Author of ‘Circassia & Ukraine’)  
                  Brian Williams (University of Massachusetts/Dartmouth) 
                  Victor Rud (Ukrainian American Bar Association/FA Committee) 
 
Special Discussants: Zarema Mustafaieva (Purdue University/Crimean Tatar Foundation) 
                                  Zera Mustafaieva (Purdue University/Crimean Tatar Foundation) 
                                                                    
Suggested Theme: Mark Von Hagen’s Reflection on Russia & Empire - “Wants the Territory But Not the Population’ 
 
5:25 PM – 5:45 PM - Final Reflections 
• Ayla Bakkalli [World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organization Representative at UN ECOSOC) 
• Andrij Dobriansky [Ukrainian Congress Committee of America Communications Director] 
 
5:45 PM – 7:00 PM Evening Sponsors’ Reception  



    

BIOS 
 
Ayla Bakkalli is currently the Representative of the World Federation of Ukrainian Women’s Organization 
(“WFUWO”) to United Nations ECOSOC. Concurrently, she is the US Executive Member of the World Congress of 
Crimean Tatars, registered in Kyiv, Ukraine. Ms. Bakkalli is a 1996 graduate of NYU under its consortium program 
and attended Princeton University and Columbia University to further advance her research on Near Eastern 
Studies. She has been a respected advocate of indigenous Crimean Tatars rights at the United Nations, 
Washington DC and Academia as well as a highly regarded organizer within the Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
communities in Crimea, Kyiv and the USA. 
 
Adel Bashqawi is a Circassian activist, writer, and member of the Committee for the Restoration of the Statehood 
of the Nations of the North Caucasus. He is the author of Circassia and Ukraine: Two Nations Even Russian 
Genocide Can't Destroy, The Circassian Miracle: The Nation Neither Tsars, Nor Commissars, Nor Russia Could 
Stop, and Circassia: Born to Be Free. Born in Amman, Jordan —where his ancestors were exiled following the 
1864 Circassian genocide—he pursued education in Jordan, the United States, and the United Kingdom, and 
served as a civil pilot for thirty-nine years. Bashqawi is deeply engaged in human rights efforts and international 
forums addressing the Circassian Question and the broader struggles of North Caucasian nations. 
 
Ridvan Bariiev Urcosta is a lecturer at the University of Warsaw’s Department of Strategic Studies and 
International Security, where he earned his Ph.D. in Security Studies in 2022. His doctoral thesis focused on the 
Soviet Union’s Grand Strategy toward the Middle East and the Global South, analyzing both the geopolitical and 
ideological aspects of that strategy. Dr. Urcosta teaches courses titled Russia from the Middle East to the Global 
South, as well as Future Warfare, European Institutions, and International Military Relations. In addition to his 
academic role, Dr Urcosta is an analyst at Geopolitical Futures (formerly Stratfor), a U.S.-based think tank, where 
he specializes in the Eurasia region. He also worked for the Polish think tank Strategy and Future for four years. 
 
Andrij Dobriansky, Director of Communications for the Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, is often referred 
to as the most visible face of the Ukrainian American community. With a history of appearances on The Daily 
Show with Jon Stewart, MSNBC, PBS, NPR, Voice of America and other outlets, he assists Ukraine and its 
worldwide diaspora in getting its message out. At the United Nations, he is the Chair of the UN Affairs Committee 
for the Ukrainian World Congress, the international assembly of all public organizations in the Ukrainian diaspora 
of over 20 million people. 
 
Lubomyr Hajda recently retired as Senior Advisor to Director of the Ukrainian Research Institute at Harvard 
University; he remains affiliated with the institution in the role of a HURI Scholar. For more than two decades, Dr. 
Hajda was HURI’s Associate Director; from 1978 to 1992, he held the position of Academic Coordinator of 
Harvard’s Master’s program in Soviet studies. Many key players in the foreign policy arena (particularly with regard 
to Ukraine & Russia) in Washington DC were fortunate enough to be taught/mentored by Dr. Hajda. Among his 
publications are the entry on Ukrainian history in the Encyclopaedia Britannica (15th ed.); The Nationalities Factor 
in Soviet Politics and Society (with Mark Beissinger), and Ukraine in the World: Studies in the International 
Relations and Security Structure of a Newly Independent State. 
 
Zarema Mustafaieva is a Visiting Scholar at Purdue University's Brian Lamb School of Communication and a 
Researcher at Purdue Policy Research Institute. She is Vice President of Crimean Tatar Foundation USA, Inc. 
She is the author of the monograph 'AçlıkQırım 1921–1923' documenting historical patterns of systematic 
persecution that provide crucial context for understanding current genocidal policies in occupied Crimea. She 
specializes in analyzing patterns of systematic persecution as well as their impact on international security 
frameworks and has presented her research in the U.S. Congress. 
 
Zera Mustafaieva is a Visiting Scholar at Purdue University's Brian Lamb School of Communication, a Researcher 
at the Purdue Policy Research Institute, and President of the Crimean Tatar Foundation USA. She specializes in 
documenting systematic persecution of Crimean Tatars under Russian occupation, with expertise in policy 
analysis and human rights documentation. Her research includes analysis of Crimean Tatar representation in 
American media andacademic discourse. Her work analyzes how violations of autochthonous rights destabilize 
international security, examining the 2014-present systematic destruction of Crimean Tatar institutions as 
elements of genocidal policies. 
 
Huseyin Oylupinar is an interdisciplinary scholar specializing in identity, memory, and political culture in Eastern 
Europe, with a focus on Ukraine, Crimea, and the Black Sea region. He holds a PhD in History and Cultural 
Studies from the University of Alberta and is currently affIliated with the Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies 
(IRES) at Uppsala University. Dr. Oylupinar's current work explores the integration of AI tools into historical 
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research, translation, and oral history processing. He is the founder of the Institute for Knowledge, Research, and 
Society, a Canadian NGO pioneering the use of artificial intelligence in the  humanities and social sciences, and 
positioning itself as a flagbearer for innovative, interdisciplinary research models. One of the institute's current 
initiatives focuses on developing AI-assisted translation workflows for Ukrainian oral histories. 
 
Victor Rud has practiced international law for 35 years, and before the fall of the Soviet Union represented, in the 
West, political prisoners persecuted by the KGB. He also served as Special Counsel to a member of the US 
Delegation to the Madrid Review Conference on Security & Cooperation in Europe ("Helsinki Accords"). His 
commentary has been carried, among others, by Forbes, Kyiv Post, Foreign Policy Association, Defense Report, 
Atlantic Council, Centre for Global Strategy, and EuromaidanPress. He is the founder and past Chairman of the 
Ukrainian American Bar Association, and currently chairs its Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
 
Dr. Mark Thomas is currently a professor of Political Science at La Salle University, Philadelphia PA. His research 
interests focus on the foreign policies of the countries of Central and East Europe, particularly the causes of ethnic 
conflict. He has conducted extensive research on Russian national security policy, especially the use of energy 
resources as a tool of foreign policy. As a follow-up to a previous article on Soviet influence operations against 
Saint John Paul II, Dr. Thomas is currently conducting archival research on Soviet/Russian influence operations 
using race/ethnicity as a tool of foreign policy. Dr. Thomas earned his PhD at the University of Notre Dame and an 
MBA from the American Graduate School of International Management (Thunderbird) 
 
Nedim Useinow is a Program Manager with the German Marshall Fund of the United States, where he co-leads 
flagship Ukraine-focused urban resilience initiatives and regularly contributes to international forums on 
transatlantic security and conflict-induced displacement. He is also completing his Ph.D. in the Department of 
European Islam Studies at the University of Warsaw. His research and professional expertise center on Eurasian 
studies, human rights, cybersecurity, and policy analysis, with a particular focus on Ukraine. Actively engaged with 
the Crimean Tatar diaspora, Useinow frequently contributes expert commentary in Polish, Ukrainian, and 
international media, and has published peer-reviewed articles on Crimean Tatar history, digital rights, and 
geopolitics in journals such as Studia Religiologica and the Forum for Ukrainian Studies. 
 
Brian Glyn Williams is a professor of Islamic History at the University of Massachusetts Dartmouth. As an 
undergraduate, he attended Stetson University, graduating with a Bachelor of Arts in 1988. He received his PhD in 
Middle Eastern and Islamic Central Asian History at the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1999. An expert on the 
history of the Middle East, he has written a number of books on Afghanistan, the War on Terror and General 
Rashid Dostum. His "The Crimean Tatars: The Diaspora Experience and the Forging of a Nation" is considered 
the authoritative word on the subject. 
 
Iyad Youghar is the Chairman of the Internal Circassian Council. The ICC, while based in New 
Jersey where incidentally the highest concentration of Circassian diaspora in the United States is based, actually 
represents Circassian peoples across the world seeking an independent Circassia.  In brief, the International 
Circassian Council is a member of the Congress of the Peoples of the North Caucasus with Mr. Youghar serving 
as the congress' chairman. As a participant in the Congress, the council was a member of a meeting with the 
European Parliament about the future of the North Caucasus on 8 November 2023. At that time, the Congress 
declared its intent to have all the nations of the North Caucasus secede from Russia, with the ICC acting as the 
delegation appointed to lead a prospective Independent Circassia. 
 
Walter Zaryckyj is Executive Director of the Center for US-Ukrainian Relations. The Center provides “informational 
platforms” or venues for senior-level representatives of the political, economic, security, diplomatic and 
cultural/academic establishments of the United States and Ukraine to exchange views on awide range of issues of 
mutual interest, and to showcase what has been referred to as a “burgeoning relationship of notable geopolitical 
import” between the two nations. Dr. Zaryckyj completed his undergraduate and graduate work at Columbia 
University; he taught political science at New York University for nearly three decades before moving on in recent 
years to do postdoctoral research work on Eastern Europe. 
 
Andrii Zhyvachivskyi was born in the Ivano Frankivsk region (Ukraine) and graduated from the faculty of history at 
the Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University in Ivano Frankivsk. Presently, he is a PhD candidate at the 
Tadeusz Manteuffel Institute of History of the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw (Poland) and concurrently a 
teacher of history in the Ukrainian Heritage School in Philadelphia (Pennsylvania, USA). He is the author of 
several scholarly articles on the topic of Ottoman Crimea, the Crimean Khanate and Crimean Tatars. 
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