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Banquet dedicated to �“Assessing Ukraine - NATO Relations on the Eve of the Chicago NATO Summit�”. 
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Under the auspices of:  
Ukrainian World Congress 

 International Conference in Support of Ukraine 
Ukrainian Congress Committee of America 

Ukrainian Canadian Congress 
 

Co-organized by: 
The International Conference in Support of Ukraine, US and Canada Divisions 

 

In Cooperation with:  
Center for US-Ukrainian Relations: US-UA Security Dialogue III 

 
Hosted by: 

Ukrainian Congress Committee of America, Illinois Division 
 
 
 

 
 

ASSESSING UKRAINE/NATO RELATIONS 
on the eve of the Chicago NATO Summit 

 
 

Dpogfsfodf!boe!Cborvfu!
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

An international advocacy forum tasked with assessing Ukraine�’s relationship to  
NATO�’s stated goal of strengthened security in the Euro-Atlantic area  

and a Europe that is whole, free and at peace. 
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10:30 AM  Conference Registration  
 
Conference Moderator   Pavlo T. Bandriwsky (Chicago) Regional President of 

MB Financial Bank; President of the Ukrainian 
American Youth Association (Mykola Pavlushkov 
Branch); Vice President of the Ukrainian Congress 
Committee of America, Illinois Division  

 

11:00 AM    Opening Remarks 
 

Oles Striltschuk, DDS (Chicago) President, Ukrainian 
Congress Committee of America, Illinois Division 
 
Borys Potapenko (Toronto) Member of the Presidium, 
International Conference in Support of Ukraine; 
Executive Director, League of Ukrainian Canadians 
 

Greetings 
Members of Congress of the United States 
Members of Parliament of Canada 
 

11:30 PM   Roundtable I    
Perceptions of Ukraine in a Strategic Framework 

 
Moderator  Walter Zaryckyj, PhD (New York) Executive Director, 

Center for US-Ukrainian Relations and Ukraine's Quest 
for Mature Nation Statehood Roundtable Series' 
Program Coordinator 
 

Panelists 
US Perspective John Herbst (Washington, DC) former United States 

Ambassador to Ukraine and current Director of the 
National Defense University Center for Complex 
Operations 
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A Canadian Perspective  Andrew Robinson (Ottawa) Distinguished Senior 
Fellow, Paterson School of International Affairs, 
Carleton University; Former Ambassador of Canada to 
Ukraine 

 
Ukrainian Perspective Valentyn Nalyvaichenko (Kyiv) Chairman, Political 

Council of �“Our Ukraine�”; Founder, CV National 
Renewal; Past Director, Security Service of Ukraine 
(SBU); Former Member, National Security and 
Defense Council of Ukraine 

 
European Perspective Amanda Paul (Brussels) Policy Analyst and Programme 

Executive, Administrator of EPC Programs on EU's 
Eastern Neighborhood, Turkey and the Eurasia 
Region, European Policy Centre 

 
NATO Perspective Damon Wilson (Washington, DC) Executive Vice 

President of the Atlantic Council; Former Chief of Staff 
and Executive Secretary at the U.S. Embassy in 
Baghdad, Iraq; Former Director for Central, Eastern 
and Northern European Affairs at the National Security 
Council and Deputy Director of the Private Office of 
NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson 

 
Discussant:  
A Russian Perspective  James Sherr (London) Senior Fellow, Russian and 

Eurasia Program, Royal Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House); Member, Faculty of Social 
Studies at Oxford University 
 

1:45 PM   Break 
 

2:15 PM   Roundtable II   
Review of Ukraine/NATO Cooperation.   
Whence the Breakdown? 

  
Moderator  Ihor Kozak (Toronto) Chair, International Affairs 

Committee, League of Ukrainian Canadians; as former 
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Officer with the Canadian Armed Forces participated 
in diplomatic missions under the auspices of Canada, 
USA, EU, UN, and NATO 

Panelists 
European Perspective James Sherr (London) Senior Fellow, Russian and 

Eurasia Program, Royal Institute of International 
Affairs (Chatham House); Member, Faculty of Social 
Studies at Oxford University 

 
US Perspective Steven Larrabee, PhD (Washington, DC) European 

Security Chair, RAND Corporation 
 
A Canada Perspective  Lubomyr Luciuk, PhD (Kingston) Professor of Political 

Geography at the Royal Military College of Canada, 
specializing in Eastern Europe and former Soviet 
Union (Invited) 

 
Ukrainian Perspective  Oleksandr Sushko, PhD (Kyiv) Research Director, 

Institute for Euro-Atlantic Cooperation 
 
NATO Perspective Ian Brzezinski (Washington, DC) Senior fellow in the 

Atlantic Council�’s International Security Program. Mr. 
Brzezinski served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Europe and NATO Policy.  

Discussant:  
A Russian Perspective  Jan Pieklo (Warsaw) Director of Polish Ukrainian 

Cooperation Foundation [PAUCI] 
 

4:45 PM   Closing Remarks 
 

          Chrystya  Wereszczak (Chicago) Steering 
Committee Co-Chair, National President, Women's  
Association in Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine 

             

5:00 PM  Conclusion of Conference 
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6:00 PM  Cocktails 
 

6:30 PM  Welcome Remarks and Greetings 
 

7:00 PM  Opening Prayer  
 
7:15 PM  Guest Speaker 

Sergiy Kvit, PhD (Kyiv) President of National University 
of Kyiv Mohyla Academy    
Theme:  National Renewal Through Education 

 

7:30 PM  Dinner  

8:15 PM  Keynote Address   
Volodymyr Ohryzko, PhD (Kyiv)  
former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine 

  Theme:  Ukraine's Quest for Nation-Statehood: 
Perceptions of the West from Ukraine's Point of View 
from Brest Litovsk to NATO/Bucharest 

  

8:45 PM  Statement  
Orest Steciw (Toronto) National President, League of 
Ukrainian Canadians  
Stefan Kaczurak (New York) National President, 
Organization in Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine   
 

9:00 PM   Choral Performance 
Choir of the Ukrainian American Youth Association (CYM)  
Mykola Pavlushkov Branch, Chicago  
Wolodymyr Popowycz Conductor and Musical Director 

 
Master of Ceremonies  Marta Farion, JD (Chicago) President,  

Kyiv Mohyla Foundation of America 
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Ian Brzezinski is a Senior fellow in the Atlantic Council�’s 
International Security Program. Mr. Brzezinski served as Deputy 
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Europe and NATO Policy 
(2001�–2005). His lead responsibilities included NATO 
expansion, Alliance force planning and transformation and NATO 
operations in the Balkans, the Mediterranean, Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Today, he leads the Brzezinski Group, which provides 
strategic insight and advice to government and commercial clients. 

 
John Herbst is Former United States Ambassador to Ukraine and 
current Director of the National Defense University Center for 
Complex Operations. He has worked as a political counselor at 
the US embassies in Tel Aviv, Israel, Moscow, Russia, and Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia. He has also worked as the Director of Regional 
Affairs in the Near East Bureau of the United States State 
Department, as Director of the Office of Independent States and 
Commonwealth Affairs, as Principal Deputy to the Ambassador-at-

large for the Newly Independent States, and as US Consul General in Jerusalem. He 
was appointed Ambassador to Uzbekistan in 2000, and to Ukraine in 2003.  

  
Ihor Kozak was born and raised in Ukraine.  He graduated from 
the Royal Military College of Canada with a Bachelor degree in 
Engineering and a Master degree in Administration.  As an officer 
with the Canadian Forces he served internationally, participating 
in numerous diplomatic missions under the auspices of Canada, 
the US, EU, UN, and NATO.  Mr. Kozak is a recipient of the Top 
25 Canadian Immigrants Award  in 2011. 
 
Stephen Larrabee, PhD, holds the Distinguished Chair in European 
Security at the RAND Corporation.  Before joining RAND, 
Larrabee served as vice president and director of studies of the 
Institute of East�–West Security Studies in New York from 1983 to 
1989.  He was a distinguished Scholar in Residence at the Institute 
from 1989 to 1990.  From 1978 to 1981, Larrabee served on the 
U.S. National Security Council staff in the White House as a 
specialist on Soviet�–East European affairs and East-West political-
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military relations. Larrabee has taught at Columbia, Cornell, New York, Johns 
Hopkins, Georgetown, and The George Washington universities, and at the 
University of Southern California.   
 

Lubomyr Luciuk, PhD, is Professor of Political Geography in the 
Department of Politics and Economics at the Royal Military 
College of Canada, specializing in Eastern Europe and former 
Soviet Union. He is the author or editor of over a dozen books and 
almost 200 opinion editorials published in Canadian newspapers, 
as well as a frequent commentator on the CBC, National Public 
Radio (USA) and BBC. Recently he served as chairman (pro 
tempore) of the Department of Politics and Economics at the Royal 

Military College of Canada, the first Canadian of Ukrainian heritage to enjoy this 
distinction. 
 

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko is a Ukrainian diplomat, political figure 
and statesman. Mr. Nalyvaichenko was appointed Deputy 
Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine in 2004 and Ambassador to 
Belarus in December 2005.  In May 2006 he was appointed to 
the position of First Deputy Head of the Security Service of Ukraine 
and in December 2006, Mr. Nalyvaichenko became Acting Head 
of the SBU.  In 2010 he became Chairman of the political council 
of �“Our Ukraine�”.  He is the Founder of CV �“National Renewal�”.   

 
Volodymyr S. Ohryzko, PhD, is a Ukrainian diplomat, political 
analyst and Former Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine and 
Former First Deputy Secretary of the National Security and 
Defense Council. As Minister of Foreign Affairs, Dr. Ohryzko 
conducted strategic negotiations on the issue of the Russian Navy 
Fleet on the Black Sea and he supported Georgia in the conflict 
with the Russian Federation.  He received the Order of Honor in 
Georgia.   

 
Amanda Paul is Policy Analyst and Programme Executive and 
Administrator of EPC Programs on EU's Eastern 
Neighborhood, Turkey and the Eurasia Region at the European 
Policy Centre.  Ms. Paul is a specialist in geopolitical and foreign 
policy.  She writes twice-weekly columns for the Turkish Daily, 
Today�’s Zaman, on issues related to Turkey, Russian foreign policy 
and the Eurasian region.  She also contributes to numerous other 
periodicals, including the Financial Times, EU Observer, Kyiv Post, 
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and New Europe, and provides expert commentary on BBC, Al-Jazeera, CNN, 
CNBC, Deutsche Welle.  
 

Jan Pieklo is Director of Polish Ukrainian Cooperation Foundation 
[PAUCI]. An experienced NGO professional and journalist, Jan 
has spent many years dedicated to international cooperation and 
development. With deep interest in Ukrainian and regional issues, 
he has successfully worked to broaden Polish-Ukrainian and 
regional cooperation, particularly as a former Director of the 
Bridges to the East Institute for the Krakow-based ZNAK 
Foundation 

 
Andrew Robinson is currently a Distinguished Senior Fellow, 
Paterson School of International Affairs, Carleton University, 
Canada.  Ambassador Robinson does consulting work related to 
international relations and stability operations and is a member of 
the community of experts of the Pearson Peacekeeping Centre.  As 
Canada�’s envoy in Kyiv during the Orange Revolution, 
Ambassador Robinson led Canada�’s diplomatic efforts in support 
of free and fair elections in Ukraine.  

 
James Sherr is a Senior Fellow, Russian and Eurasia 
Program, Royal Institute of International Affairs (Chatham House).  
He is also a Member of the Faculty of Social Studies at Oxford 
University.  In addition to regularly advising the UK, EU and NATO 
and partner countries on Russia, Ukraine and the Black Sea 
region, Prof. Sherr has had a long-standing relationship with the 
defense and security community in Ukraine.   
 

 
Oleksandr Sushko, PhD, is Research Director at the Institute for 
Euro-Atlantic Co-operation. Prior to that, Dr. Sushko served as 
coordinator of the Monitoring Programme (1999-2000), political 
analyst (1998-1999), Director of the Center for Peace, 
Conversion and Foreign Policy of Ukraine, Kyiv (2000-2006). He 
holds a PhD in international relations.  Dr. Sushko was a Visiting 
Fellow at Freedom House and Monterey Centre for 
Nonproliferation Studies.  His fields of interest include European 

integration, EU-Ukraine relations, NATO-Ukraine relations, Ukrainian foreign and 
domestic policies and security studies.   
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Damon Wilson is Executive Vice President of the Atlantic Council.  
He also serves as a Senior Advisor to the U.S.-Ukraine Business 
Council. Previously, he served as Special Assistant to the President 
and Senior Director for European Affairs at the National Security 
Council.  His other government positions have included Chief of 
Staff and Executive Secretary at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad, 
Iraq; Director for Central, Eastern and Northern European Affairs 
at the National Security Council; Deputy Director of the Private 

Office of NATO Secretary General Lord Robertson.   
 

Walter Zaryckyj, PhD, is Executive Director of the Center for US-
Ukrainian Relations and "Ukraine's Quest for Mature Nation 
Statehood Roundtable Series" Program Coordinator. He 
concurrently holds the rank of Adjunct Associate Professor of 
Social Sciences at New York University. Dr. Zaryckyj completed 
his undergraduate and graduate work at Columbia University. 
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ASSESSING UKRAINE/NATO RELATIONS 
on the eve of the Chicago NATO Summit 

 
Steering Committee Co-Chairs 

 
International Conference in Support of Ukraine, USA Division 

 
Stefan Kaczurak, National President  

Organization for the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine  
 

Chrystya Wereszczak, National President  
Women�’s Association for the Defense of Four Freedoms for Ukraine  

 
Andriy Bihun, National President  

Ukrainian American Youth Association 
 

Bohdan Harhaj, Chairman  
Ukrainian American Freedom Foundation 

 
Bohdan Kowalyk, President 

Society of Veterans of Ukrainian Insurgent Army, Inc. 
 

The International Conference in Support of Ukraine, Canada Division 
 

Orest Steciw, National President  
League of Ukrainian Canadians 

 
Adriana Buyniak Willson, National President 

League of Ukrainian Canadian Women 
 

Olyana Grod, National President  
Ukrainian Youth Association of Canada (CYM) 

 
Mykola Koshyk, National President 

Society of Veterans of UPA 
 

Oleh Romanyshyn, Editor 
Homin Ukrainy/Ukrainian Echo 

 
Executive Committee 

Executive Director, Borys Potapenko  
Host City Committee Chair, Oles Striltschuk, DDS 
Financial Committee Chair, Pavlo T. Bandriwsky  
Program Committee Chair, Walter Zaryckyj, PhD  
Information Committee Chair, Marta Farion, JD 
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Ukrainian Wave/Ukrainska Khvylia 
Radio Program - Chicago 
 
Independent Radio/ Nezalezhne Radio 
Radio Program - Chicago 
 
Ukrainska Vechirna Trybuna 
Radio Program UCCA - Chicago 
 
VIDIA 
Media-portal of Ukrainian diaspora 
www.vidia.org 
 
Times and Events/ Chas i Podii 
Ukrainian American Newspaper 
www.chasipodii.net 
 
Ukrainske Slovo 
Ukrainian Newspaper 
www.ukrslovo.net 
 
America 
Ukrainian American Newspaper 
www.provassn.com/news.htm 
 
The Ukrainian Weekly 
Ukrainian American Newspaper 
www.ukrweekly.com 
 
Svoboda 
Ukrainian American Newspaper 
www.svoboda-news.com 
 
Homin Ukrainy/Ukrainian Echo 
Ukrainian Canadian Newspaper 
www.homin.ca  
 
 
 

Ukrainskyj Pohliad 
Ukrainian Media-portal  
www.ukrpohliad.org 
 
National Tribune/Natsional'na Trybuna 
Ukrainian American Newspaper 
 
Shlach Peremohy 
Ukrainian Newspaper 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Additional media sponsors will be forthcoming on-line. 
Additional media sponsors may contact: Paul Bandriwsky pbandriwsky@gmail.com 

 



 
 


